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THE  NEW  AMERICAN  CHURCH. 


I  Part  I. 

I  Our  cliosen  title  text  is  the  only  definition  of  re¬ 
ligion  given  to  us  in  the  whole  Bible,  and  the  only 
rue  one  now  extant  in  the  whole  world. 

In  all  four  of  the  Gospels,  we  read  that  before 
Ihrist  proclaimed  his  new  kingdom  of  the  heavens, 
te  got  himself  baptized  out  of  all  allegiance  to  the 
lew's  Old  Testament;  not  because  the  whole  Old 
Testament  was  all  false  and  bad,  but  because  it  was 
not  all  good  and  true. 

I  And  he  commanded  all  his  disciples,  whether 
Mews  or  Gentiles,  in  all  ages  of  the  world,  to  be  bap¬ 
tized  with  this  same  baptism  unto  the  father  of  all 
spirits,  of  his  own  as  well  as  ours,  to  his  Son  and 
only  true  revealor,  and  to  the  same  spirit  of  truth 
and  holiness  in  whomsoever  found  or  manifested. 

Because  of  this  new  baptism  out  of  all  their  old 
|  books  and  orthodoxies,  and  into  their  simple  truth 
and  righteousness  of  the  Christ-word,  the  political, 
moral,  and  spiritual  predecessors  of  the  old  apos¬ 
tate  church  plotted  and  secured  the  murder  of  John 
at  the  time,  the  crucifixion  of  Christ  soon  after,  and 
the  murder  of  all  his  apostles  in  the  first  century, 
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and  of  all  the  Christian  martyr  for  the  first  two  cenl 
turies.  I 

Our  first  inquiry  here  is:  Whether  Christ's  procl 
lamation  of  his  kingdom  of  the  heavens,  as  we  now 
have  it  in  our  Greek  text,  according  to  Matthew,  il 
at  all  worthy  of  the  high  place  Christ  himself  as-l 
signed  to  it,  morally  and  spiritually,  above  all  othel 
possible  bibles,  books,  and  religions;  while  stilJ 
standing  as  the  only  safe,  sure,  and  immovablJ 
rock-basis  of  all  the  arts,  sciences,  philosophies,  an  J 
empires  of  the  globe  %  I 

That  Christ,  by  his  baptism,  declared  his  indepenl 
dence  of  all  preceding  books  and  religions  before  hi 
proclaimed  his  own  kingdom  to  the  world  is  ever 
more  certain  than  that  our  fathers  declared  their  in 
dependence  of  all  other  law's  and  states  before  they 
proclaimed  our  own  constitution. 

The  very  first  bird’s-eye  viewr  of  the  globe  as  r 
whole,  of  its  present  and  past  conditions  and  insti¬ 
tutions,  abundantly  and  irresistibly  confirms  this 
view;  and  shows  that  all  the  freedom,  truth,  and 
goodness  ever  extant  upon  the  earth  came  out  of) 
this  simple  Christ- word;  and  all  its  hypocrisies  and' 
lies,  its  paralyzing  and  self-destructive  tyrannies, 
shams,  sins,  and  shames  owe  their  existence  to  some 
apostate  church- word  or  to  some  other  hereditary 
and  heathenized  mode  of  faith,  or  of  life  and  con¬ 
duct. 

But  it  is  necessary  to  be  a  little  more  specific. 

All  moral  wrorth  or  worthlessness,  whether  in  real 
or  fancied  Gods,  angels,  or  men,  is,  of  necessity, 
based  primarily  on  these  three  cardinal  points  : 

I.  On  the  care  and  heed  given  by  them  to  the 
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Solution,  control,  and  guidance  of  the  divine  spirit 
rf  reason,  truth,  and  righteousness  within  every 
lane  soul  of  man,  in  all  their  aims  and  ends. 

V  II.  The  daily  manifestation  of  this  spirit  is  all 
■round  them,  in  visible  life  and  conduct. 

V  III.  Their  dutiful  devotion  to  the  three  great 
laws  of  all  possible  or  thinkable  moral  being: 

1  1st.  To  God,  as  the  sole  father  of  all  spirits. 

I  2d.  To  his  kingdom  over  all  worlds  and  beings. 
I  3rd.  To  all  our  brothers  or  our  fellowmen  around 
lis. 

I  Christ  not  only  got  himself  and  all  his  disciples 
baptized  out  of  all  allegiance  to  the  pre-existing 
Dogmas  and  despotisms  of  the  world,  whether  of 
PJews  or  of  Gentiles,  and  out  of  all  their  books, 
pws,  customs,  and  institutions,  not  based  in  self- 
evident  truth  and  righteousness;  but  he  himself 
treated  them  all  alike  with  an  utter  neglect  and  dis¬ 
regard  throughout  his  whole  life.  He  everywhere 
also,  from  first  to  last,  insists  that  his  own  personal 
words  or  utterances,  his  own  sayings,  command¬ 
ments,  and  teachings,  his  own  definitions  and  delin¬ 
eations  of  God,  as  the  ever-being  and  ever-present 
father  of  all  spirits,  of  his  own.  as  well  as  ours,  of 
his  word  and  law,  and  of  his  kingdom  over  all  that 
can  exist,  as  well  as  his  perpetual  indwelling  powers 
in  all  that  can  exist ;  that  these  simple  utterances  of 
his,  so  simple  as  to  seem  almost  child-like,  are  the 
[only  truths  extant  in  the  world  whereby  all  the  gen¬ 
erations  of  men  on  the  earth  can  be  made  safe  here 
and  now,  or  ever  be  saved  hereafter.  And  all  this 
astounding  truth  he  as  clearlj7  declares  to  be  briefly 
and  clearly  summed  up  in  his  apparently  off-hand 
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first  proclamation  of  the  kingdom  of  the  heavens, 
Matthew  fifth. 

All  this  was  to  be  done  in  a  style  and  manner  sj 
simple  and  so  unique  as  to  supersede  the  necessil 
of  all  possible  king-crafts  or  priest-crafts  on  th 
earth.  For  every  man,  woman,  and  child  on  eart] 
would  better  understand  and  comprehend  this  re: 
law  and  gospel  of  God,  so  far  as  they  needed  to  d' 
it  without  their  help  than  with  it.  And  thus  ever; 
man  would  become  his  own  king  and  priest  untl 
God,  because  made  a  free  man  in  the  Lord,  am 
taught  directly  by  the  spirit  of  God  itself  all  thaj 
he  needs  either  to  believe,  say,  or  do.  (For  this,  sel 
Christ’s  second  and  last  public  speech,  as  given  uj 
in  the  Greek  text  in  Matthew  28rd.) 

Is  there  any  truth  in  these  stupendous  and  almosj 
incredible  pretentions  and  professions?  It  seems  ai 
first  view  as  incredible  to  us  as  does  the  now  demon¬ 
strated  fact  that  the  solid  earth  beneath  our  feet  ii 
perpetually  revolving  at  the  rate  of  a  thousam 
miles  an  hour  in  its  diurnal  rotation,  and  a  thousam 
miles  in  about  a  minute  in  its  annular  rotation 
many  times  swifter  than  a  cannon  ball  ever  flew.1 
reaching  its  appointed  goal  to  a  second  of  time  foij 
thousands  of  years  without  a  jar  or  a  single  mis¬ 
take.  Both  of  these  statements  are  equally  incredi 
ble  at  first  sight,  but  still  equally  demonstrable  ;  tin 
one  by  the  mathematics  of  physics ;  the  other  b; 
the  still  more  certain  mathematics  of  consciou; 
morals  (in  Greek  “matheteno,”  or  scientific  teach | 
ing.) 

The  proofs  of  both  alike  lie  wholly  within  our 
own  self-conscious  individual  souls,  and  cannot  be 
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‘legated  to  any  other  place  or  position,  by  the 
lower,  we  may  say  with  all  reverence,  of  either  God 
•  man. 

Every  son  of  Adam  who  would  surely  know 
Ither  truth  must  begin  within  himself,  and  evolve 
as  led  by  the  spirit  of  truth  and  of  God  wholly 
lut  of  himself. 

Both  Testaments  alike  declare  the  “ logos ,”  or 
>ason,  law,  and  word  of  God  and  of  Christ,  to  be 
frimarily  in  the  heart  and  mouth  of  every  sane  man 
nd  not  in  the  heavens  above  or  in  the  depths  be¬ 
neath.  Xo  stone,  tree,  or  animal  can  possibly  ever 
it,  or  even  begin  to  do  it.  For  as  the  oldest  of 
1  our  writers,  not  a  Hebrew,  put  it :  “There  is  in 
ian  (  as  a  race )  a  spirit ;  and  the  inspiration  of  the 
lmighty  givetli  to  them  ( and  them  alone )  under- 
anding.” 

So  it  has  been  for  thousands  of  years,  and  so  it  is 
likely  to  be  forever  ;  in  spite  of  the  cant  of  all  sects 
|nd  all  criticisms  put  together.  Or  as  Jesus  him- 
:lf,  as  usual,  more  briefly  and  aptly  put  it:  “The 
Ipirit  of  truth  shall  guide  you  into  all  truth”  — 
vhenever  and  wherever  you  will  follow  its  lead  witli- 
jut  trying  to  make  it  move  in  the  ruts  of  your  creed, 
'or  the  compass  must  direct  you,  and  not  you,  the 
jompass. 

It  should  be  noticed  that  the  only  topic  that  Jesus 
ny where  pretends  to  discuss  relates  solely  to  this 
invisible  spirit  that  is  in  man.  Its  relation  to  the 
wer  present  and  invisible  spirit  of  God,  the  only 
lather,  both  of  his  spirit  and  of  ours,  and  to  his 
brethren  and  our  brethren,  whether  on  earth  or 
abroad  in  all  the  heavens  above  it.  And  he  declares 
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that  this  proclamation  contains  all  the  primal  duti 
that  our  spirits  will  ever  owe  to  themselves,  to  eac 
other,  to  himself,  and  to  the  father  and  his  kingdo 
over  all- 

in  spite  of  the  mistranslations  of  his  talk  wi 
Nicodemusr  Christ  everywhere  declares  that  a 
spirits  alike  are  born  and  reborn  of  God  alone,  bot 
his  and  ours;  and  that  with  their  birth  and  rebirt 
earthly  parents  and  friends,  or  differences  of  presei] 
attainment,  have  nothing  at  all  to  do.  They  are  a 
brethren,  and  all  alike  immortal.  The  Prodig; 
Son  was  no  less  the  son  of  his  father  before  he  ca 
to  himself  or  came  to  realize  it,  and  was  eating  h 
husks  with  the  swine,  than  when  he  was  eating  tl 
fatted  calf  in  his  father  s  house. 

In  his  first  utterance,  therefore,  Christ  clearly  pr 

claims,  and  sets  forth  to  the  world  the  primal  el 

ments,  reasons,  and  rock  truths  of  that  one  kin 

dom  and  law  of  God  that  must  forever  be  in  then 

over  them,  and  round  about  them,  in  whatevt 

times,  places,  conditions,  bodies,  or  worlds  they  ma 

chance  or  choose  to  be. 

\ 

It  is  assumed  that  they  will  all  at  last  get  enoug 
of  the  bad  to  get  sick  of  it,  and  learn  enough  of  tl 
good  to  choose  it  for  its  own  sake.  That  is,  in  so 
day  of  their  future  life  times,  they  will  one  by  on 
come  to  themselves,  and  realize  who  and  what  the 
are,  and  who  and  what  their  father  is  ;  and  will  vo 
untarily  arise  and  go  to  their  father’s  house.  FO| 
such  a  final  consummation,  their  father  can  we 
afford  to  wait  as  long  as  they  can.  For  his  patienc 
and  mercies  are  absolutely  inexhaustible  and  endur 
forever. 
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Christ  speaks  so  exclusively  of  our  ever- being  and 
ever-lasting  spiritual  relations  to  God,  the  father  of 
all  spirits,  that  he  hardly  seems  to  realize  that  either 
he  or  we  have  any  bodies  at  all,  or  hold  any  sort  of 
permanent  relation  to  this  forever  transient  but  for¬ 
ever  visible  world. 

He  perpetually  begins  with  the  spirit,  the  divine 
powers  that  is  in  man,  and  which  alone  makes  him 
man,  and  ends  with  its  relations  to  its  father,  our 
father  and  his  father,  who  alone  is  the  infinite  ;  in¬ 
visible,  divine  powers  in  all,  through  all,  and  over 
all  things  and  beings ;  alone,  infinitely  good  and 
blessed,  and  to  be  blessed  forever  more  ;  because 
forever  bringing  light  out  of  darkness,  good  out  of 
evil,  life  out  of  death,  and  causing  even  the  wrath  of 
man  to  praise  him.  How  philosophically,  really, 
and  truthfully  this  is  all  done.  His  proclamation  of 
the  Christ-word  is  the  only  utterance  or  paper  in  all 
the  languages  of  earth  and  time  that  ever  even  pre¬ 
tended  to  truly  ana  rationally  inform  us,  whether  in 
our  books  or  Bibles,  or  outside  of  the  whole  of  them. 
For  if  this  proclamation  is  the  truth,  all  that  can 
exist  outside  of  it  is  but  mere  illustration  ;  just  as 
all  that  can  lawfully  exist  in  this  continent  of  ours 
is  but  a  mere  illustration  of  our  great  civil  Declara¬ 
tion  and  Constitutional  laws  based  wholly  upon  this 
simple  Christ-word  ;  whatever  apostate  rebels,  sec- 
tarists,  and  partisans,  whether  Republicans  or  Dem¬ 
ocrats,  whether  Papists,  Protestants,  or  Mormons, 
may  proclaim  or  pretend  to  the  contrary. 

I.  Section  I.  from  verse  1-16  treats  of  the  proper 
■  r  development,  nurture,  care  and  manifestation  of  the 
individualized  spirit  in  each  soul. 
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But  let  us  hear  the  law  of  the  forever  indwelling 
and  inspiring  spirit  of  that  kingdom  as  given  us  in 
the  first  section  of  Christ's  proclamation  of  the  king¬ 
dom  from  verse  1-16. 

If  we  have  any  faith  in  any  teacher,  divine  or  hu¬ 
man,  we  must  begin  where  he  begins,  and  stop  where 
he  stops ;  and  hear  what  he  himself  says,  and  not 
what  other  people,  good  or  bad,  have  said  about 
him.  The  first  and  last  word  that  Jesus  of  Naza¬ 
reth  commanded  all  men  to  teach  and  preach  in  his 
name  was  about  the  active,  invisible,  self-conscious 
spirit  that  is  in  man  and  is  perpetually  manifested 
through  all  that  can  exist ;  and  not  about  the  visi¬ 
ble  substances  that  are  manifested  by  this  ever  pres¬ 
ent  invisible  power. 

“Blessed  are  (here  and  now)  the  poor  in  spirit  (or 
those  who  feel  their  spiritual  need)  for  theirs  is  (here 
and  now)  this  kingdom  of  the  heavens.” 

Upon  the  whole  broad  earth  to-day,  we  can  do  no 
real  good  to  any  living  rational  creature,  man, 
woman,  or  child,  till  we  can  first  make  them  feel 
their  need  of  more  spiritual  good,  of  more  knowl¬ 
edge  and  intelligence,  of  higher  capacities  for  reason, 
truth,  and  righteousness ;  and  therefore  to  put  forth 
individual  efforts  to  attain  them.  Till  we  secure 
this  point,  we  might  as  well  work  upon  the  trees, 
stones,  and  animals.  For  this  consciousness  of  their 


need  is  the  very  first  possible  step  toward  anything 
better  and  higher  in  the  kingdom  of  the  heavens,  or 
in  any  other  kingdom  of  truth  and  goodness.  This 
one  vital  point  secured,  they  have  already  stepped 
into  it ;  and  are  already,  to  the  extent  of  their  cal 
pacities,  enjoying  it ;  and  are,  therefore,  comparal 
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lively  at  least,  among  the  blessed  ones,  though  the 
deep  sense  of  their  needs  and  their  deficiencies  is 
liable  at  first  to  fill  them  with  sorrow  and  mourning. 
But  never  mind  ;  for  it  is  at  once  added  that  those 
who  so  mourn  shall  be  comforted.  And  so  it  will 
be,  as  surely  as  the  sun  rises  and  sets. 

The  church,  following  Luke’s  hearsay  report,  for¬ 
ces  him  to  say: 

“  Blessed  are  ye  who  are  poor  in  wealth  "  ( instead 
of  poor  in  spirit): — which  is  about  the  meanest 
thing  that  he  possibly  could  have  said,  though  it 
answers  first-rate  to  the  peculiar  ends  of  the  old 
church  despotism  which  are  everywhere  and  always 
antagonistic  to  the  simple  truths  of  the  Christ- word. 

The  church  never  can  try  to  bring  this  simple 
Christ- word  into  harmony  with  itself,  but  must  for¬ 
ever  be  agonizing  to  bring  it  into  harmony  with  its 
own  vast,  hideous,  and  heathen  schemes  of  Bible 
and  church  dogmatism  and  despotism  which  must 
forever  practically  annihilate  the  Christ-word  to 
make  room  for  itself. 

But  should  we  drop  for  a  moment  the  inimitable 
fire-side  symbolism  of  this  first  section  proclaiming 
the  law  of  the  spirit,  we  could  express  its  true  and 
full  import  in  our  own  forensic  terms,  as  follows  : 
Forever  take  care  to  give  the  ever  indwelling  divine 
spirit  of  reason,  truth,  and  righteousness  its  full 
development  and  control  over  all  the  ends  and  aims 
of  your  life  in  whatever  good  works  you  may  be 
employed,  whether  in  high  life  or  in  low  life  ;  and 
charge  pay,  if  you  please,  for  the  actual  work  done, 
but  nothing  at  all  for  the  spirit  in  which  it  is  done  ; 
for  that  costs  you  nothing,  but  will  more  benefit  you 
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than  all  others  combined,  and  therefore  can  never 
be  made  an  article  of  any  sort  of  barter  or  trade. 

•j 

Thus  alone  will  all  your  work  of  whatever  sort  be 
best  done,  and  the  father  of  us  all  in  the  heavens 
most  glorified. 

II.  Section  II.  from  verse  17-21 ,  declares  all 
moral  and  spiritual  law  equally  as  omnipresent,  un¬ 
changeable,  and  everlasting,  as  are  our  physical 
laws,  and  that  all  old  Scribes,  Pharisees,  and  hypo¬ 
crites  are  about  as  ignorant  of  one  as  of  the  other, 
and,  therefore,  cannot  enter  into  this  kingdom  of  the 
heavens,  whose  real  laws  are  as  omnipresent  over 
the  wh/de  earth  as  are  those  of  light  and  darkness,  or 
of  life  and  death. 

III.  In  Section  III.,  extending  from  the  21-43 
verses,  lie  proceeds  to  the  next  theme  of  his  discus¬ 
sion,  the  way  or  law  of  manifesting  that  spirit  in 
daily  life  and  conduct ;  first  reminding  us  that  un¬ 
less  we  had  more  of  this  spirit  than  the  Old  Scribes 
and  Pharisees  had,  it  amounted  to  nothing  worth 
talking  about.  He  discusses  this  theme  by  contrast 
ing  the  old-time  law  of  mere  negations  with  his  new, 
ever-present,  ever-active,  affirmative,  and  re-creat¬ 
ing  law  of  the  spirit,  showing  clearly  that  a  tree,  a 
stone,  ora  pig,  or  a  dead  man,  could  fulfill  and 
obey  all  the  negative  laws  that  the  wit  of  man  could 
ever  make.  But  that  nothing  less  than  the  entire 
whole  of  the  spirit  of  reason,  truth,  and  righteous¬ 
ness  that  is  in  man  alone  of  all  creatures  that  dwed 
on  the  earth,  can  even  begin  to  fulfill  the  demands  of 
the  law  of  the  spirit  in  actual  life  and  conduce 
which  he  was  proclaiming  and  revealing  as  his  onlF 
law  of  the  kingdom  of  the  heavens.  The  contrast5 
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and  antagonisms  between  all  formal  laws  of  nega- 
tion,  and  his  own  ever-present  and  ever-active  laws 
of  the  ‘ ‘ agapee  (the  only  Greek  word  used  for 
the  love  of  goodness  in  both  God  and  man.  or  of  the 
love  of  simple  truth  and  righteousness  wherever 
found )  continue  to  the  end  of  this  third  section  or 
to  the  close  of  the  forty-second  verse  :  showing  us 
that  if  we  would  here  and  now  escape  the  dangers 
of  moral  ruin  and  destruction,  we  must  curb,  re¬ 
strain,  and  govern  our  own  selfish  tempers  and  fits 
of  anger,  all  our  own  wayward  lusts,  passions,  and 
desires,  and  our  unruly  tongues  ;  not  simply  resist¬ 
ing  evil  in  others  without  also  checking  and  restrain- 
ing  it  in  ourselves.  For  thus  and  thus  alone  shall 
we  be  able  to  manifest  this  divine  spirit  of  the 
“  agapee"  or  of  the  love  of  all  truth  and  righteous¬ 
ness  before  men  to  the  glory  of  our  father  and  their 
father  who  is  in  the  heavens,  or  over  as  well  as  with¬ 
in  all  possible  worlds,  things,  and  beings. 

IV.  In  this  IV.  Section,  beginning  with  verse  48. 
Christ  proclaims  and  discusses  the  only  three  great 
universal  moral  laws,  both  of  God  and  of  man.  that 
can  anywhere  exist  or  be  rationally  thought  of. 
either  on  earth  or  in  all  the  heavens. 

1st.  The  law  of  dutiful  devotion  to  God,  as  the 
father  of  all  spirits. 

2d.  To  this  kingdom,  as  over  all  worlds  and  be¬ 
ings. 

3rd.  To  our  brethren  and  fellow-creatures  where- 
ever  found  or  met  with  over  all  the  earth  or  in  all 
the  heavens. 

Each  of  these  laws  are  introduced  or  designated 
bjy  the  Greek  word  “  onn,"  which  means,  “  in  view 
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of  all  I  have  before  said/'  and  binds  the  whole  ut¬ 
terance  together  from  beginning  to  end,  and  is  not 
half  translated  by  our  English  word  therefore . 
Each  of  these  laws,  therefore,  gathers  up  into  itself 
all  that  Christ  had  previously  uttered  in  this  proc¬ 
lamation.  All  rational  creatures  in  all  their  enter¬ 
prises,  arts,  and  industries  are,  of  course,  bound 
only  by  their  own  highest  and  purest  ideals  from 
whatever  source  derived. 

An  infant  can  no  more  be  put  under  the  same 
obligations  with  a  man  or  an  angel,  than  can  a  stone 

O  ~  7 


or  a  stake, 
necessities 


God  and  Christ,  therefore,  are  by  the 
of  being  itself  under  higher  obligations 


to  their  own  proclaimed  ideals  of  law  than  anyotlier 
beings  can  possibly  be. 

Only  despots  and  tyrants  impose  laws  upon  oth¬ 
ers  which  they  are  not  willing  to  submit  to  them- 

«/  o 


selves  under  the  same  conditions.  Hence,  our  presi¬ 
dents  feel  more  rigorously  bound  by  our  laws  than 
do  our  people. 

After  having  defined  God  as  the  invisible  and 
ever-present  father  of  all  spirits,  of  his  own  as  well 
as  ours,  the  giver  of  the  sunshine  and  the  showers, 
and  of  every  other  good  and  perfect  gift,  he  lays 
down  in  this  section  the  sole  true  law  of  duty  and 
devotion  to  this  father  of  all,  ever  uttered  in  the  ears 
of  the  race  (Matthew  5:48)  which  fully  rendered 
into  English  would  read  as  follows  : 

kiFor  ever  seek  ye,  therefore,  (in  view  of  all  I 
have  before  said  )  to  become  complete  (in  your  ovn 
little  sphere )  even  as  your  father  in  the  heavens  ls 
(already  )  complete  ( in  his  infinite  sphere  )." 

The  second  law,  or  law  of  duty  and  devotion  0 
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tins  kingdom  over  all,  is  like  unto  it  (in  Matthew 
6:33). 

“Seek  ye  first  of  all  things  this  true  kingdom  of 
God  and  its  righteousness  and  all  these  things  shall 
be  added  to  you." 

Tiie  third  law  of  duty  and  devotion  (Matthew  7:12) 
is  so  apt,  complete,  and  daily  and  hourly  indispen¬ 
sable  to  all  well-being  that  it  has  caught  up  phrases 
and  succinct  modes  of  expression  in  nearly  all  the 
language  of  the  globe.  We  Englishmen  are  express¬ 
ing  its  full  contents  in  almost  every  half-hour  of  the 
day  in  our  phrase: 

"Do  as  you  would  be  done  by.” 

We  could  no  more  live  and  keep  up  our  free  in¬ 
stitutions  without  this  than  we  could  live  without 
sunlight  and  without  our  daily  food. 

These  are  undoubtedly  and  self-evidently  the  only 
three  great  moral  and  spiritual  laws  of  all  moral  and 
spiritual  being  or  well-being,  whether  on  earth  or  in 
all  the  heavens.  And  the  last  is  characterized  as 
comprising  the  practical  whole  of  the  law  and  the 
prophets,  or  the  sum  total  of  the  law.  Whether 
Christ  ever  uttered  them  or  not;  or  whether  some 
unknown  man  fished  them  up  out  of  the  bottom  of 
the  seas;  whether  the  earth  is  round  or  fiat,  solid  or 
hollow,  whether  it  was  created  six  thousand  or  sixty 
million  years  ago;  whether  it  was  a  slow  concretion 
of  atoms  or  of  mere  imaginations;  whether  Adam 
and  Eve  ever  saw  it,  or  the  Jews  or  Romans  ever 
lived  oji  it,  or  any  church  or  churchman  ever  heard 
of  it,  makes  not  the  slightest  difference  in  the  case. 
This  is,  here  and  now,  the  only  complete,  moral, 
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and  spiritual  law  of  the  highest  and  best  well-being 
of  all  moral  creatures,  either  credible  or  thinkable, 
on  all  the  earth  or  in  all  the  heavens;  and  it  would 
not  alter  the  truth  and  the  reality  of  things  at  all  if 
we  each  one  of  us  had  picked  it  up  in  our  chip-yards 
this  morning,  and  all  the  wrangling  and  disputing  of 
apostate  sectarists  and  churchmen,  politicians,  and 
partisans,  philosophers  and  fools,  have  not  added 
to  it  nor  taken  from  it  one  single  particle  of  its  truth, 
nor  made  it  one  whit  plainer  to  human  apprehension, 
than  it  was  the  morning  it  is  said  to  have  fallen  from 
the  lips  of  that  humblest  but  still  wisest  of  all  men, 
the  despised  and  still  out  cast  Nazarene.  For  if 
here  on  the  continent,  he  could  not  probably  as  an 
honest  man  gets  into  a  single  one  of  our  churches, 
though  our  Republic  ought  to  welcome  him  with  all 
its  dags  flying,  all  its  drums  beating,  all  its  millions 
of  people  astir,  and  all  its  cannons  belching  and 
roaring.  For  it  is  the  only  state  or  church  that  ever 
existed  on  earth  that  was  avowedly  founded  and 
based  solely  on  his  law  of  all  laws,  his  only  bottom 
truth  of  all  possible  truths,  the  reasons  and  rock- 
trutli,  on  which  the  universe  of  God  itself  is  founded 
and  built.  These  are  certainly  among  the  things 
that  ought  to  be  claiming  the  attention  of  our  Ameri¬ 
can  citizens  and  pressed  in  this  year  of  the  world's 
jubilee,  if  we  cannot  as  yet  get  them  into  our  apos¬ 
tate,  and,  therefore,  sectarian  and  divided,  or  dog¬ 
matic  and  despotic  churches  and  pulpits.  We 
might  write  the  earth  and  the  sky  over  with  strings 
of  negations  like  those  said  to  be  thundered  fronh 
Mt.  Sinai,  or  to  have  been  chanted  at  the  burial  of 
the  dead  in  Egypt,  without  ever  reaching  or  com- 
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pleting  a  single  one  of  these  three  laws  given  us  in 
tlie  Christ  word. 

Christ  never  mouths  the  world  in  God's  name.  He 
simply  says:  4 'I  tell  you  this  is  the  truth."  He 
made  no  appeals  to  our  passions  or  imaginations,  to 
our  hopes  or  to  our  fears.  He  simply  lays  down  for 
us  the  scientific  moral  axioms  on  which  all  our 
hopes  and  fears  are  based  and  which  like  the  ax¬ 
ioms  of  geometry  and  numbers  can  neither  be  ex¬ 
pounded  nor  proved,  except  by  some  practical  ap¬ 
plication  to  the  arts  and  the  industries  of  life,  to 
which  they  relate.  Then  they  will  forever  come  out 
all  right.  He  teaches  of  nothing  that  belongs  to  the 
past  or  the  future,  but  only  of  those  ever-present 
and  ever  being  moral  realities  and  relations  which 
belong  to  all  persons,  times,  and  ages  alike.  To  at¬ 
tempt  to  dress-parade  such  teaching  is  simply  to  an¬ 
nihilate  it.  It  can  no  more  be  dress-paraded  than 
can  our  axioms  of  geometry.  Both  alike  are  not  of 
slightest  use,  except  when  applied  to  their  real 
uses. 


Alter  the  proclamation  of  his  kingdom,  he  spent 
his  whole  life  in  showing  us  how  he  himself  applied 
these  moral  axioms  of  his  ever-being  and  ever-last¬ 
ing  kingdom  to  himself  and  to  all  other  men. 

What  nonsense  it  is  then  for  the  churches  and  pul¬ 
pits  to  assure  us  that  Christ  begged,  borrowed,  or 
stole  his  law  from  Moses  and  the  old  Jews,  instead 
of  deriving  it  directly  and  solely  from  his  own  spirit, 
and  the  spirit  of  his  father  in  the  heavens,  as  he  him¬ 
self  and  all  his  authorized  apostles  assure  us  that  he 
did. 


( 

j 


ere  never  was  upon  the  earth  so  large  a  band  of 
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public  school  teachers  who  so  constantly  and  per¬ 
sistently  teach  by  precept  and  example  this  simple 
Clirist-word  as  Christ  himself  required  it  to  be 
taught,  without  any  admixture  of  mere  religious 
cant,  as  the  teachers  of  this  Republic.  If  they 
did  not  do  it.  our  Agnostics,  as  well  as  our  Chris¬ 
tians,  would  soon  require  their  dismissal.  For  they 
know  even  better  than  we  know  that  our  Republic 
was  originally  based  and  must  forever  stand  on 
these  truths  alone;  and  this  is  exactly  what  troubles 


all  the  king  crafts  and  priest-crafts  of  the  world  to¬ 
day.  If  they  cannot  get  a  chance  to  slip  into  our 
free  schools  in  place  of  the  Christ- words,  their  own 
apostate  and  sectarian  Bible  dogmas  and  despotisms, 
they  lose  all  chance  of  getting  or  of  holding  anv 
sort  of  control  over  the  Republic  itself  and  its  insti¬ 
tutions.  All  that  Christ  ever  taught  or  authorized 
to  be  taught  about  God  as  the  father  of  all  spirits  or 
about  his  kingdom  over  all.  is  here  and  now,  at  all 


times  and  in  all  places,  right  about  us  and  right 
within  us,  and  must  be  found  and  realized  first  of 
all,  if  found  at  all,  in  all  the  things  within  us  and 
round  about  us,  and  in  exact  accordance  with  his 
own  simple  teaching.  But  all  these  dogmatists  and 
despots  want  is  to  set  all  men.  women,  and  children 
in  the  outset  to  star-gazing  after  some  wholly  undis¬ 
covered  world  away  bet'ond  the  grave  and  beyond 
the  stars,  where  nothing  can  be  tested,  tried,  proved, 
or  realized,  but  everything  must  be  simply  believed, 
exactly  as  they  state  it,  and  simply  because  tiny 
say  it  is  so;  although  it  may  contradict  every  word 
that  Christ  ever  uttered,  or  that  the  common  sense  of 
mankind  could  ever  conceive  of,  because  it  is  so 
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written,  as  they  say,  in  their  books  and  creeds.  On 
the  contrary,  every  word  that  Christ  ever  uttered 
can  be  as  fully  tested,  proved,  and  realized  by  the 
self-consciousness  of  eveiy  sane  human  soul;  with 
Paul  and  Silas  in  the  dungeon  as  well  as  by  Paul  on 
Mar's  Hill,  surrounded  by  all  the  wealth,  learning, 
and  culture  of  the  world;  or  by  Paul  in  his  highest 
heaven  of  the  heavens.  For  God  in  his  omnipresent 
and  ever-present  being  and  truth  is  exactly  the  same 
up  there  that  he  is  now.  and  down  here,  without 
any  variableness  or  shadow  of  turning  or  changing 
— the  one  and  the  same  infinite,  invisible  presence 
over  all.  in  all,  and  through  all  alike,  as  really  and 
truly  as  is  gravitation  itself,  which  is  nothing  but 
one  single  and  lowest  manifestation  of  his  invisible 
infinite  presence,  wisdom,  and  power. 

In  the  cursory  remarks  which  served  to  bind  the 
essential  points  of  this  divine  proclamation  into  one 
and  the  same  great  whole,  the  author  throws  a 
clearer  and  more  searching  scientific  light  over  the 
boundless  field  of  moral  destiny  and  duty  of  all 
mankind,  than  can  be  found  in  all  the  other  books 
of  the  world,  piled  in  one  vast  heap,  whether  called 
sacred  or  profane.  Some  have  imagined  that  this 
proclamation  was  gathered  up  and  concocted  to¬ 
gether  by  the  ecclesiastics  of  the  church  of  the  third 
and  fourth  centuries.  It  would  seem  to  us  about  as 
rational  to  imagine  that  it  was  produced  by  some 
General  Assembly  of  wolves  and  hyenas,  or  that 
Judas  Iscariot  spent  his  whole  life  in  deliberately 
twisting  the  rope  with  which  he  at  last  designed  to 
hang  himself. 

He  closes  his  divine  proclamation  as  follows: 
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“Therefore  whosoever  hearetli  these  words  ( ‘logos' 
or  reasons)  of  mine,  and  doeth  (poies,  poetizes,  or 
puts  them  into  his  life  and  conduct)  shall  be  likened 

unto  a  wise  man  which  built  his  house  noon  a  rock/’’ 

« 

But  everyone  that  heareth  these  reasons  of  mine 
and  does  not  so  practice  them  is  still  on  the  sand; 
however  much  or  little  he  may  believe,  confess,  or 
profess  them  before  men. 

How  does  it  happen,  that  for  fifteen  hundred 
years,  nearly  all  the  ecclesiastics  and  creed- makers 
of  the  world  have  translated,  interpreted,  and  un¬ 
derstood  these  very  plain  words  of  the  Son  of  Man 
and  teacher  of  all  men,  as  though  they  had  berni 
written  as  follows: 

“Whosoever  shall  hear  and  profess  to  believe 
these  casual  sayings  of  mine,  and  shall  give  his  most 
earnest  heed  and  life  work  to  all  the  church  words 
abroad  in  the  world  from  Adam's  day  to  his  own, 
he  alone  shall  be  likened  unto  the  man  who  built 
his  house  upon  a  rock;  while  he  who  hears  to  me 
alone  is  still  on  the  sand." 

According  to  the  plainest  and  most  self-evident 
reading  of  all  our  gospels,  these  very  few  exces¬ 
sively  luminous  words  embrace  and  contain  the  en¬ 
tire  whole  of  all  that  he  ever  authorized  his  disciples 
or  any  other  men  to  teach  or  preach  in  his  name, 
even  more  certainly  than  our  brief  declaration  and 
constitution  derived  from  it  are  the  sole  basis  of  all 
rightful  law  in  this  Republic;  with  this  sole  differ¬ 
ence:  Our  fathers,  conscious  of  their  fallibility,  made 
provision  for  future  amendment  as  need  might  re¬ 
quire.  But  Christ,  conscious  of  his  own  infallibility, 
made  no  such  provision  whatever;  but  in  all  his 
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walks  and  talks  among  men  in  liis  after-life,  he  did 
and  said  nothing  whatever  except  to  illustrate  and 
re-enforce  these  great  primal,  omni- present,  and 
ever-present  moral  and  spiritual  truths,  forever  over 
all  worlds  and  beings  alike. 

Ought  not  then  these  simple  truths  to  continue  to 
be  taught  both  by  precept  and  example  in  all  our 
American  schools  and  institutions,  till  every  man, 
woman,  and  child  shall  clearly  perceive  them  to  be 
the  exclusive,  the  sole  rock-basis  of  all  Christian 
truth  and  of  all  Republican  freedom  that  ever  has 
been  or  ever  can  be  in  this  world  of  ours. 

Did  Christ  himself  know  how  to  proclaim  to  the 
world  his  own  kingdom  exactly  as  he  meant  it  ? 

If  not,  how  did  these  old  Scribes,  Pharisees,  and 
hypocrites  of  the  church  of  the  fourth  century  find 
out  how  to  correct  him,  and  substitute  their  own 
self-evidently  absurd  dogmas  for  his  self-evident, 
.ever-being,  and  ever-lasting  truths  ? 
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Part  II. 

In  our  apparently  authorized  Gospel  writings, 
both  commanded  and  illustrative,  the  entire  force  of 
the  Greek  language  is  literally  exhausted  in  declar¬ 
ing,  showing,  and  illustrating  that  we  must  hear, 
heed,  believe,  and  teach  Christ’s  commandments, 
his  '‘logoi,"  or  reasons  and  laws,  his  own  ever-being 
truths,  sayings,  precepts,  and  illustrations,  as  given 
to  each  and  every  one  of  the  race  in  his  own  words 
and  voice,  as  comprehended  in  the  phrase,  “I  say 
unto  you”  (each  one  and  all  of  you).  “What  I  say 
unto  you  is  the  ever-present,  ever-being,  and  ever¬ 
lasting  truth.”  “Take  it,  try  it,  test  it  in  everyway 
possible  to  you,  arid  you  will  find  it  so.”  “Harken 
to  me  and  to  me  alone.”  “Follow  me  and  me  alone, 
and  you  will  go  right,  and  be  safe  in  all  your  spir¬ 
itual  interests  here  and  now  and  forever  hereafter.” 

All  this  might  be  stupendous  and  unparalleled 
wisdom  or  stupendous  and  unparalleled  self-conceit. 
All  the  apostles  of  the  first  century  accepted  and 
proclaimed  it  as  the  former.  The  old  apostate 
church  of  the  fourth  century  treated  it  only  as  the 
latter;  and,  therefore,  undertook  to  substitute  their 
own  twaddle  of  metaphysical  theologies  in  its  place; 
and  the  entire  world  of  to-day  declares  more  plainly 
than  ever  before  which  of  the  two  are  in  the  right. 

We  are  fully  aware  of  the  magnitude  of  this  asser- 
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tion,  and,  therefore,  must  give  some  proof  of  it  in 
this  part  second. 

1st.  But  we  here  wish  to  affirm  that  in  all  human 
literatures  of  the  past  there  cannot  he  found  another 
so  compact,  truthful,  philosophic,  and  scientific  an 
account  of  the  nature,  causes,  ends,  and  aims  of  be¬ 
ing  as  a  whole,  or  in  an}^  of  its  parts,  as  is  found  in 
these  simple  Christ-words  as  they  are  given  us  in 
the  original  Greek  text,  and  tested  by  all  we  as  yet 
know.  Therefore,  to-day,  this  Christ- word  still 
speaks  to  us,  each  one  and  all  of  us.  as  man  never 
spake  either  before  or  since. 

2nd.  Among  all  the  utterances  of  the  world, 
there  cannot  be  found  one  more  antagonistic  to  this 
simple  Clirist-word  in  the  entire  subject  matter  of  its 
thought,  in  its  style,  in  its  whole  spirit,  aim,  and 
end,  than  that  pretended  to  be  substituted  for  it  by 
the  old  apostate  church  usurpers  of  the  fourth  cen¬ 
tury,  which  is  still  drizzling  down  upon  us,  even  in 
this  free  country,  in  one  shape  or  another  in  all  our 
formal  church  creeds;  but  always  in  such  a  way 
that  if  there  is  any  truth  at  all  in  one  of  these  op¬ 
posite  sets  or  systems  of  ideas,  there  can  be  none  at 
all  in  the  other.  For  example:  If  Christ  himself 
has  given  us  the  whole  word  and  truth  of  God,  then 
this  old  apostate  church  has  not  given  it  to  us;  and 
vice  versa. 

In  discussing  this  subject,  we  must  constantly  re¬ 
member  that  the  church  has  for  fifteen  centuries 
kept  all  its  own  Bible  books  compiled,  translated, 
interpreted,  and  administered  wholly  in  its  own  in¬ 
terests,  and  not  a  single  page  of  them  in  the  interests 
of  the  Christ  word. 
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From  its  first  start,  by  slow  and  cautious  degrees, 
it  formed  itself  into  a  close  corporation  of  despots 
and  aristocrats,  sword,  and  tire,  torch  and  stake  in 
hand,  to  enforce  its  own  supreme  will,  both  over  the 
bodies  and  over  the  souls  of  all  who  dwell  on  the 
earth  by  all  the  means  of  exclusive  rights  of  teach¬ 
ing  and  of  torture,  whether  of  this  world  or  of  the 
worlds  to  come,  at  its  sole  command.  Is  this  the 


Christ- word  ' 

Christ's  few  proclaimed  axioms  and  ultimate 
truths  of  all  possible  moral  and  spiritual  well-being 
are  analogous  to  all  our  other  axioms  and  ultimate 
truths.  They  can  neither  be  defined  nor  proved  nor 
dress- paraded  nor  put  to  use  in  any  other  way  than 
by  applying  them  and  testing  them  on  the  subject 
matters  to  which  they  relate.  In  his  brief  and  cur¬ 
sory  discussion  while  proclaiming  them,  lie  threw  a 
broader  and  clearer  light  over  all  moral  duty  and 
destiny,  than  had  ever  before  struck  the  world  of 
mankind. 


In  his  walks  and  talks  among  men  afterwards,  he 
himself  gave  to  them  a  brighter  and  purer  illustra¬ 
tion  than  they  have  ever  since  received.  His  apos¬ 
tles,  therefore,  were  not  at  a  moment’s  loss  for  their 
creed.  They  simply  said: 

“ Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ,  and  tliou 
slialt  toe  safe  or  saved,  here  and  note  and  forever 
hereafter .” 

At  that  time  according  to  all  our  records,  they 
had  nothing  else  that  they  could  teach  or  preach  in 
his  name,  even  if  they  had  wanted  it.  For  nothing 
else  had  then  at  that  time  been  written  or  spoken  in 
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their  ears  that  was  worth  preaching  in  his  name  or 
in  the  name  of  any  other  rational  creature. 

The  proclamation  of  his  kingdom  was  the  first  ut¬ 
terance  of  the  final  reign  of  pure  and  simple  reason, 
truth,  and  righteousness  in  the  heart  and  soul  of 
each  and  every  individual  man  that  ever  fell  on  the 
ears  of  mankind  or  that  ever  will  or  can  fall  on 
them,  bnt  still  in  language  so  clear  and  simple  that 
he  that  runneth  can  read  and  understand  without 
the  help  of  any  expounding  bibles  or  books,  priest¬ 
crafts,  or  king-crafts,  of  whatever  kind  as  it  stands 
before  us  to-day  in  the  original  text,  in  spite  of  the 
centuries  of  efforts  of  the  old  apostate  church  to 
cover  it  out  of  our  sight  and  substitute  its  own  sense¬ 
less  dogmas  in  its  place.  Men  might  as  well  have 
spent  fifteen  centuries  in  trying  to  expound  and  pro¬ 
pose  substitutes  for  our  ultimate  elemental  ideas  of 
geometry,  numbers,  and  the  sciences  everywhere 
dress-parading  their  dumb-shows  on  the  theatre 
boards  of  their  churches  and  conventions,  and  for¬ 
ever  proposing  their  new  dogmatism  instead  of  sim¬ 
ply  putting  to  their  practical  uses,  tests  and  proofs 
in  all  the  interests  of  life  these  self-evident  funda¬ 
mental  truths,  which  admit  of  no  other  proof,  dem¬ 
onstration,  or  dress-parade,  than  their  simple  an¬ 
nouncement;  no  more  than  do  our  elements  of 
Euclid,  or  our  simple  addition  and  multiplication 
tables.  Who  first  wrote  down  this  proclamation  of 
ultimate  divine  truths,  we  can  never  know;  no  more 
than  we  can  know  who  first  wrote  down  our  own 
Declaration  of  Independence.  For  it  alone  recog¬ 
nizes  the  universal  rights  of  God  and  man,  or  the 
divine  fatherhood  of  God  and  brotherhood  of  men 
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all  around  the  globe,  as  above  all  other  possible  dif¬ 
ferences  or  distinctions. 

Before  the  founding  and  defending  of  our  govern' 
ment  on  the  Christ- word,  or  the  “equal  rights  of  all 
men  before  God  and  the  law,’T  it  was  a  necessity  to 
let  the  heathen  tares  of  the  church- word  grow  up 
with  the  wheat  of  the  Christ- word;  but  on  this  con¬ 
tinent,  at  least,  the  harvest- word  lias  now  gone  forth: 
“Gather  them  in  bundles  and  burn  them  in  God’s 
ever-being  moral  tires  of  truth  and  righteousness, 
which  finally  burn  to  ashes  all  sorts  of  hypocrisies 
and  frauds. 

* 

But  this  divine  truth  of  the  Christ-word  is  so  vital 
and  paramount  over  all  other  possible  truth  that  if 
it  had  been  written  down  within  the  week  of  its  de¬ 
livery  and  circulated  however  wudely  before  it  was 
incorporated  into  the  book  of  Matthew,  we  should 
now  have  no  means  of  finding  it  out.  Whereas  such 
strange,  incongruous,  by  turns  excessively  brilliant 
and  excessively  stupid  books  as  is  the  Apocalypse 
could  not  be  received  as  the  word  of  God  in  any 
common  sense  community  for  a  single  year  without 
leaving  its  strange  and  marked  foot-prints  behind  it. 
Yet  the  world  finds  no  trace  of  it  till  near  the  third 
century.  But  this  only  proclaimed  kingdom  of  the 
Christ-word  was  the  last  thing  on  earth  that  the 
heathenized  powers  of  Jews  and  Gentiles,  of  church 
and  state,  wanted  to  hear  or  do  anything  about. 
So  they  at  once  conspired  to  murder  Christ  and  all 
his  apostles  for  telling  them  these  simple  truths  be¬ 
fore  any  books  of  the  New  Testament  had  been 
either  written  or  spoken.  But  in  spite  of  their 
atrocities  and  their  murders  the  new7  truth  continued 
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to  spread  more  and  more  widely  over  and  upward 
through  the  whole  heathen  and  Roman  society. 
For  the  one  advocate  that  was  killed,  ten  or  a  hun¬ 
dred  more  would  spring  to  their  feet  as  the  avowed 
advocates  of  the  cause:  just  as  though  life  without 
this  divine  freedom  and  truth  were  not  worth  living; 
as  indeed  it  is  not,  and  never  will  nor  can  be.  And, 
therefore,  these  gates  of  hell  could  not  prevail 
against  this  divine  kingdom,  and  they  never  did  or 
could,  wherever  the  simple  Christ- word  was  preached 
indeed  and  in  truth. 

Before  two  centuries  had  rolled  away,  Marcus 
Aurelius  came  to  the  throne.  He  was  a  Stoic  in  his 
philosophy;  but  in  his  daily  life  and  conduct  one  of 
the  most  devout  Christians  that  ever  sat  upon  the 
throne  of  a  state  or  a  church.  He,  therefore,  re¬ 
pressed  the  arrogance  of  the  newly  rising  church 
power  in  the  Empire.  After  his  death,  a  great  mul¬ 
titude  of  the  best  men  in  the  Empire  preferred  a 
prince  like  him  to  all  others. 

This  condition  of  affairs  necessitated  the  heirs-at- 
law  of  the  murderers  of  Christ  and  his  apostles  to 
curtail  their  policy  of  murder,  and  rely  wholly  on 
their  policy  of*  fraud  and  hypocrisy;  and  it  seemed 
to  them  that  the  most  feasible  and  prudent  way  of 
doing  this  would  be  by  concocting  a  wholly  new 
creed  to  be  enforced  upon  the  world  by  their  own 
apostate  and  ruthless  power,  but  in  the  name,  for¬ 
sooth,  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth  himself.  To  this  end, 
they  reinstated  the  entire  whole  of  the  cast-off  Jews’ 
Old  Testament,  retaining  in  their  New  Testament 
only  the  apparently  authorized  gospels  of  Matthew 
and  John,  sandwiched  in  with  the  confessedly  hear- 
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say  gospels  of  Mark  and  Luke,  followed  by  the 
wholly  anonymous  book  of  the  Acts,  and  such  other 
books  and  epistles  as  they  thought  would  best  serve 
their  ends.  Without  the  least  regard  to  the  plainest 
and  most  solemn  declarations  of  Christ  himself  or  of 
any  of  his  chosen  apostles,  that  he  and  he  alone  had 
given  them  Clod's  word,  that  lie  and  he  alone  was 
the  way,  the  truth,  the  light,  and  the  life  of  men, 
they  declared  their  whole  pile  of  books  the  only  in¬ 
fallible  and  inspired  word  of  Clod,  though  no  one  of 
the  writers  claimed  any  such  thing*  for  himself  or 
for  any  one  of  the  others. 

Instead  of  beginning,  even  in  pretence  with  any¬ 
thing  that  Christ  ever  did,  said,  or  approved,  they 
began  where  all  the  other  old  heathenisms  of  the 
world  began,  by  telling  how  the  gods  in  olden  time 
created  the  worlds  and  distributed  mankind  over 
the  earth,  about  six  thousand  years  ago.  But  soon 
after,  finding  they  had  more  than  their  hands  full, 
they  attempted  to  drown  then]  all  out  together:  and 
after  they  were  replenished,  again,  they  recounted 
their  various  schemes  for  governing  the  world  by 
stark  dogmatism  and  despotism  (every  one  of  which 
became  an  utter  failure)  as  though  every  man  in  the 
world  needed  instruction  in  the  art  of  creating  and 
governing  the  worlds  more  than  in  the  art  of  per¬ 
sonal  self-government.  But  they  ended  with  their 
monstiosity  of  the  trinity  which  contradicted  all  the 
heathenisms  that  declare  that  man  is  made  in  the 
image  of  God,  as  well  as  the  Christ- word:  “He  that 
hath  seen  me,  hath  seen  the  father."  ^till  it  was  no 
violation  of  the  second  commandment;  for  it  was 
not  the  likeness  of  anything  that  ever  was  in  the 
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heavens  above,  or  in  the  earth  beneath,  or  in  the 
wa  ters  under  the  earth.  Out  of  all  this  stuff,  Christ 
got  himself  baptized,  before  he  proclaimed  his  king¬ 
dom.  This  practically  reduced  Christ  to  a  mere  no¬ 
body.  For  lie  could  neither  do,  say,  nor  teach  any¬ 
thing  whatever  without  the  consent  of  the  meanest 
and  the  lowest  of  all  their  infallible  tribe  of  books 
and  of  teachers. 

Xo  sane  man  can  think  of  or  believe  the  Christ-* 
word  and  the  church-word  atone  and  the  same  time; 
no  more  than  he  can  believe  that  the  earth  is  round, 
Hat,  and  square  at  one  and  the  same  time.  He  must 
believe  it  piece  meal,  and  a  part  at  a  time,  as  his  ex¬ 
pert  theologians  pick  out  his  text  for  him,  repre¬ 
senting  it  in  its  different  ways. 

Till  their  day,  the  idea  of  a  church  as  a  coming  or 
past* teaching,  ruling,  governing,  building,  or  ad¬ 
ministrative  power  of  any  sort,  had  never  been  al¬ 
luded  to  in  any  of  the  books  of  the  Old  or  New  Tes- 


lament.  The  word  church or  anything  that  looks 
toward  it  or  predicts  it  was  never  in  the  whole  Old 
Testament;  unless  it  be  the  church  in  the  wilderness 
or  the  affair  of  Aaron  and  his  golden  calf.  The  Old 
Testament  was  everywhere  after  a  kingdom,  not  a 

church,  and  Christ  commanded  all  men  to  pray  to 

% 

the  father  of  all  spirits,  of  his  own  as  well  as  ours: 
“Thy  kingdom  come/'  and  not:  uThy  churchdom 
come.” 

At  their  lirst  meeting,  after  the  disciples  were  sent 
forth  to  preach  to  the  Jews,  these  simple  truths, 
Christ  declared  to  Peter  and  to  them  all,  on  that 
same  k'petra ,”  or  basal  rock,  on  which  he  had  based 
his  kingdom,  he  himself  would  build  his  “ecclesia,” 
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or  the  scattered  beginnings  of  his  kingdom  or 
church.  The  gates  of  death  shall  never  prevail 
against  it;  and  whatever  it  shall  bind  or  loosen  on 
earth  shall  be  bound  or  loosened  in  all  the  heavens. 

He  commended  Peter  for  intuitively  discovering 
that  he  was  the  promised  anointed  teacher  and  made 
him  a  sort  of  leader  among  them;  but  he  charged 
them  all  to  tell  no  man  of  it,  as  if  to  prevent  them 
and  all  others  from  confounding  his  inevitably  scat¬ 
tered  “ecclesia"  with  his  finally  universal  co-opera¬ 
tive  kingdom  triumphantly  ruling  over  all  moral 
beings  on  earth  and  in  the  heavens;  though  both 
alike  were  built  on  the  same  rock  truths. 

But  when  Peter,  churchman-like,  began  to  assume 


that  he  knew  more  about  that  point  than  Christ  him¬ 
self  did,  Christ  set  him  down  a  peg  or  two  by  call¬ 
ing  him  a  Satan  and  an  offense  to  him,  and.com- 
manding  him  to  get  behind  him. 

Still  it  suited  the  interests  of  these  old  apostates 
to  usurp  to  themselves  a  supreme  power  over  all 
books,  bibles,  and  men,  all  words  both  of  Christ  and 
of  God,  in  the,  till  then,  wholly  unheard  of  name 
and  power  of  the  church;  because  to  have  done  it 
in  the  name  of  the  kingdom  of  God  and  of  Christ 
would  have  been  a  little  too  bare-faced  for  even  that 
stupid  and  most  besotted  of  all  the  ages. 

They  interpolated  into  all  the  headings  of  the 
chapters  of  the  Bible  their  own  pet  word  churcZi  in¬ 
stead  of  kingdom ,  until  even  the  dissolute  old  Solo¬ 
mon's  love-songs  were  made  a  prophesy  of  the 
church. 

To  enable  them  to  play  the  role  of  martyrs,  they 
everywhere  claimed  and  wrote  that  the  persecutions 
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against  the  Christ  and  the  Christ- word  for  the  first 
three  centuries  were  against  their  church  and  church- 
word  :  thus  making  the  church  to  be  persecuted 
three  centuries  before  it  existed,  and  by  the  very 
empire  which  created  it,  and  has  always  used  it  as 
a  means  of  persecuting  all  its  opponents.  Thus  the 
thing  to  be  built  became  the  builder.  Tne  thing  to 
be  taught,  ruled,  and  governed  became  the  sole 
teacher,  ruler,  and  governor.  It  was  the  same  thing 
in  kind  that  it  would  be  for  the  heads  and  teachers 
of  our  kindergarten  schools  to  usurp  to  themselves 
the  supreme  power  and  control  of  the  government 
of  this  Republic;  and  the  one  is  about  as  fit  for  it  as 
was  the  other;  as  all  our  apostacies,  histories,  sec- 
tarisms,  and  wars  have  clearly  demonstrated. 

“Our  Father — that  one  in  all  the  heavens — Thy 
will  be  done.” 

This  single  line  truly  translated,  like  many  other 
single  lines  of  the  Christ- word,  contains  within  itself 
the  practical  whole  of  all  the  gospel  and  of  all  the 
prayer  and  worship  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth  ever 
made  use  of  himself,  while  on  the  earth,  or  taught 
others,  both  by  precept  and  example,  to  preach  and 
teach  to  the  world  in  his  name.  It  contains,  as  if  in 
a  nut-shell,  the  entire  whole  of  his  gospel  and  the 
only  solid  and  firm  basis  of  all  possible  reason, 
truth,  and  righteousness,  philosophy,  science,  law, 
and  religion.  In  the  most  terrible  of  all  emergencies, 
he  himself  only  prayed:  “Thy  will  be  done.”  But 
*  to  help  other  and  feebler  minds,  he  somewhat  am¬ 
plified  the  prayer  given  to  them.  But  is  all  com¬ 
prehended  in  the  four  words  used  by  himself. 

By  his  own  definitions  and  illustrations,  the  term 


'•Our  Father"  meant  simply,  that  invisible,  ever- 
presents  and  omnipresent  divine  power  of  the  spirit, 
which  is  manifested  bv,  in,  and  through  everything 
and  creature  that  ran  exist,  however  great  or  small, 
and  by  each  one  after  its  own  kind  in  all  the  ever¬ 
lasting  circles  and  circuits  of  their  being;  and  par¬ 
ticularly  and  exclusively  as  the  God  and  father  of 
our  spirits  and  of  his  own  and  of  all  other  spirits  in 
tiie  universe  of  being:  God  overall,  blessed  forever, 
and  forever  making  it  a  conscious  heaven,  in  all 
souls  and  places  in  which  his  presence  is  truly  real¬ 
ized;  and  the  exact  opposite  wherever  it  is  disre¬ 
garded  by  senseless  superstitions  or  baptized  and 
enthroned  lies. 

Did  any  American  ever  hear  of  an  organized 

•j  o 

church  that  ever  proposed  to  receive,  baptize,  and 
teach  its  members  according  to  this  only  truthful 
apostles’  creed  of  the  Christ- word  or  anything  that 
looks  like  it  ever  extant  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  ? 
If  so.  there  is  now  a  great  multitude  of  Christian 
Americans  of  extremely  diverse  opinions  on  all  other 
subjects  who  are  anxiously  desiring  to  unite  with 
such  a  church  in  full  harmony,  both  with  the  Christ- 
word  and  with  all  our  truly  American  schools  and 
institutions. 

But  in  the  early  part  of  the  fourth  century,  this 
old  usurping  apostacy  got  ready  to  trot  out  its  own 
creed,  such  as  it  was.  Still  it  dared  not  do  it  at 
once  or  in  any  single  or  compact  utterance  as  Christ 
gave  us  his  own;  but  it  approached  it  by  slow  de-’ 
gives  of  political  compromising  with  all  the  heath¬ 
enisms  of  the  Empire,  giving  it  out  a  scrap  at  a  time, 
by  their  church  councils,  as  fast  as  the  people  of 
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tli at  wholly  besotted  age  could  be  forced,  sword  and 

%J  Co 

torch  in  hand,  to  tolerate  it.  For  the  people  had  no 
more  to  do  with  it  than  have  our  cattle.  They  felt 
their  need  and  want  of  bread;  but  this  church  took 
away  their  old  stone  of  heathenism  and  gave  them 
in  its  place  this  everlasting  serpent  of  hell-fin1. 

When  completed  the  thing  read  substantially  as 
follows:  ;4 Believe  in  our  Holy  Scriptures*  from 
Genesis  to  Revelation ,  as  the  only  inspired  and  in¬ 
fallible  word  of  God ,  and  in  ns ,  the  Holy  Gath- 
otic  Church  as  their  only  true  translators ,  ex¬ 
pounders ,  and  administrators ,  or  he  out-east  and 
outlawed ,  imprisoned ,  tortured, ,  rmrf  burnt  at  the 
stake ,  here  and  now ,  doomed  to  everlastiny 

hell-fire  forever  hereafter ." 

All  mankind  outside  of  this  church  were  totally 

• 

depraved,  damned,  and  lost  forever;  and  could  es¬ 
cape  only  by  being  baptized  into  this  church,  as 
soon  as  they  opened  their  eyes  upon  the  light  of  this 
world,  by  the  appointed  priests  of  this  church. 
They  might  as  well  have  been  baptized  into  univer¬ 
sal  human  literature,  supplemented  by  some  table 
of  lying  logarithms  as  its  pretended  expository 
creed. 

Still  Christ's  own  proclamation  of  his  own  king¬ 
dom  is  as  truly  in  their  big  Bible  as  it  is  within  uni 
versal  human  literature,  simply  because  it  could  not 
be  kept  out  of  it,  though  as  much  as  possible  hid¬ 
den  out  of  sight  by  all  the  priest-crafts  of  Christen¬ 
dom. 

In  the  Old  Testament  we  find  multitudes  of  the 
finest  thoughts  in  all  literature,  and  not  a  few  of  the 
worst  ones.  But  in  the  proclaimed  Ohrist-words 
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there  are  no  more  errors,  mysteries,  or  miracles, 
than  there  are  in  our  A.  B.  C/s,  or  in  our  column  of 
nine  digits.  They  are  our  sole  elemental  tests  of  all 
possible  moral  truth,  and  repellents  of  all  possible 
deceits,  shams,  and  falsehoods. 

Tile  so-called  Protestants  practically  put  this  creed 
as  follows  : 

"lidi roe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  your  only 
scapegoat,  and  on  "our"  church  as  your  only 
teacher  /’ 

Both  alike  utterly  ignore  Christ's  only  proclaimed 
"pelra"  or  rock-truth,  both  of  his  kingdom  and  his 
** cedes i a "  as  an  old  sermon,  and  both  alike  usurp 
all  rights  of  teaching  and  ruling  to  themselves  and 
leave  their  scape-goat  to  take  care  of  himself,  as  best 
he  can.  But  Christ's  own  simple  proclaimed  creed 
can  still  be  read  and  understood  by  all  who  choose 
to  read  it,  without  any  help  from  them;  and  when 
so  read,  it  has  always  and  everywhere  proved  the 
power  of  God  unto  salvation  to  all  who  so  receive  it 
and  trust  in  it. 

Tli  ere  never  was  such  a  word  or  phrase,  in  any 
decent  bible  or  book  on  earth,  as  infallible  in¬ 
spiration."  An  infallible  history  of  mankind  writ¬ 
ten,  printed,  and  circulated  by  human  beings  is  too 
vast  and  hideous  a  lie  to  be  even  talked  about  on 
eearth.  In  the  very  first  opening  of  our  heathen 
church  word,  we  are  told  that  the  Gods  created  the 
heavens  and  the  earth  in  six  days  and  rested  the 
seventh  day,  as  the  basis  of  the  Jewish  Sabbath- 
keeping;  thus  making  it  not  only  a  verbal  but  a 
great  and  all -pervading  institutional  falsehood.  It 
was  so  believed  and  acted  upon  wherever  the  Bible 
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was  read  and  taught  for  about  six  thousand  years, 
or  until  Christ  came,  who  utterly  omitted  and  neg¬ 
lected  it;  and  was  crucified  for  his  care  and  pains, 
in  telling  us  the  truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  by 
the  legal  and  moral  predecessors  of  the  old  apostate 
church,  who  found  it  most  expedient  in  their  time 
to  substitute  the  Roman  Sun-God's  Day  for  the 
Jewish  Sabbath,  wholly  on  their  own  authority. 
After  it  was  thoroughly  demonstrated  by  parties 
wholly  outside  of  the  church  that  the  whole  thing 
was  from  the  start  a  verbal  and  institutional  false¬ 
hood,  it  made  not  the  least  difference  with  the 
church.  They  still  went  on  imprisoning,  torment¬ 
ing,  and  murdering  all  those  who  would  not  keep 
their  own  Sun-God's  Day,  in  order  to  give  their 
newly  instituted  priest-crafts  the  full  advantage  of 
the  use  of  their  ready-built  heathen  temples,  trans¬ 
formed  into  churches,  and  the  exclusive  right  to 
one- seventh  part  of  the  time  of  the  whole  people, 
with  the  corresponding  right  of  taxation  and  collec¬ 
tion  of  fees,  benefices,  donations,  inheritances,  and 
bequests  of  all  sorts.  The  only  thing  that  was 
wholly  omitted  in  all  this  dumb-show  and  heathen 
dress-parade  of  the  Christ-word  was  his  own  so 
often  re-iterated  injunction;  “Freely  ye  have  re¬ 
ceived,  freely  give,  and  ask  nothing  in  return.”  The 
three  hundred  millions  of  dollars  and  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty-five  palace  churches,  extorted  from 
the  starving  poor  of  the  world,  and  piled  up  in 
Rome,  all  in  the  hands  of  a  single  despot  are  but 
one  single  commentary  on  this  verbal  and  institu¬ 
tional  fraud  and  falsehood  of  all  the  ages. 

This  case  summed  up  would  fairly  amount  to  this: 
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The  oldest  church- word  extant  told  to  all  mankind 
and  still  tells  them  a  simple,  verbal,  and  perpetu¬ 
ally  institutional  falsehood;  so  firmly  believed 
through  the  first  six  thousand  years  of  their  history 
that  the  plainest  words  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth  and 
every  act  of  his  life,  supplemented  by  all  the  pos¬ 
sible  demonstrations  of  science,  cannot  so  set  it  aside 
as  to  distrain  it  from  the  uses  of  taxation  and  op¬ 
pression  the  whole  world  over,  wherever  the  church- 
word  is  at  all,  even  in  pretence,  believed  in.  That 
is,  the  church  has  got  things  so  fixed  that  wherever 
the  Christ- word  goes,  the  old-time  lie  of  the  church- 
word  must  go  with  it,  as  a  means  of  taxation,  dog¬ 
matism,  despotism,  and  oppression,  which  the 
ignorant  and  unlearned  are  wholly  unable  to  with- 
stand  or  resist  even  by  all  the  aid  that  the  simple 
Christ-word  is  perpetually  agonizing,  we  may  fairly 
say,  to  give  them. 

Such  and  such  only  is  the  first  start  of  the  church- 

ft/ 

word  as  we  now  have  it.  It  begins  with  a  hideous 
falsehood, 'and  ends  with  still  worse  ones,  as  all  our 
church  creeds  plainly  show  us;  if  there  is  any  sort 
of  truth  in  the  simple  Christ-word. 

We  have  already  taken  a  look  at  this  Christ-word 
— the  only  word  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth  ever  auth¬ 
orized  any  man  on  earth  to  proclaim,  preach,  teach, 
or  be  baptized  into  his  name.  Let  its  see  how  the 
church  manages  to  get  rid  of  that. 

After  piling  as  many  old-time  books  and  new- 
time  books  around  it  as  of  equal  authority,  as  they 
thought  best  for  their  church  interests,  the}’  simply 
dubbed  his  only  proclamation  of  his  own  kingdom, 
the  Sermon  on  the  Mount .  and  stick  it  away  with 
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their  other  piles  of  sermons,  books,  histories,  and 
poems:  all  of  which  together  were  to  be  cited  in 
scrap-texts  as  equal  proofs  of  their  own  self-evi¬ 
dently  false  and  absurd  church  dogmas,  which  for 
more  than  a  thousand  years  after  were  never  col¬ 
lected  and  bound  into  the  same  book.  Hence,  the 
word  Bible  is  not  in  the  Bible  at  all,  and  never  was 
in  any  language  on  earth  for  a  thousand  years  after 
this  apostacy.  This  apostacy,  that  made  up  its  own 
Bible,  was  careful  to  usurp  to  itself  the  sole  right  of 
reading,  expounding,  translating,  and  administering 
it.  It  has  kept  its  whole  pile  of  books  to  this  day 
edited,  translated,  interpreted,  and  administered  in 
the  sole  interest  of  its  own  apostate  cliurch-word  and 
creed,  the  Christ- word  as  well  as  the  cliurcli-word: 

a  i  i 

and  not  a  single  page  of  it,  that  I  have  ever  seen,  in 
the  interests  of  the  Christ- word.  Hence,  we  con¬ 
tinually  hear  that  it  is  a  blessing  to  be  poor;  to  give 
all  you  have  to  this  church,  which  alone  is  able  to 
save  you  from  eternal  hell-fire,  and  give  you  a  title 
to  a  corner-lot  in  St.  Peter’s  golden  heaven  after 
death. 

This  is  a  very  handy  and  profitable  expedient  for 
the  church.  For  the  church  is  sure  to  become  in 
this  way  the  sole  owner  of  all  this  world:  whatever 
may  happen  in  the  next.  And  the  church  always 
works  upon  the  principle  that  a  bird  in  the  hand  is 
worth  two  in  the  bush;  especially  if  those  in  the 
bush  are  invisible  and  only  promised  to  be  given. 

But  Canon  Farrar,  in  his  “Eternal  Hope,”  has 
sufficiently  castigated  this  everlasting  heaven  and 
hell  business,  all  lying  beyond  the  grave  and  beyond 
the  stars,  and  no  part  of  it  here  and  now  right  with- 
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in  us  and  right  about  us,  where  it  can  be  tested,  as 
our  every  Christ- word  can  be,  every  hour  in  the  day, 
or  night  either. 

Till  to-day,  this  church  has  made  no  use  of  this 
only  proclaimed  Christ-word,  except  to  whittle  it  up 
into  scrap-text  tags,  ready  at  hand  for  labeling  its 
own  apostate  dogmas,  in  the  very  few  cases  where 
this  is  possible.  It  has  never  made  it  the  basis  of 
its  own  instruction  and  teaching,  or  acknowledged 
it  as  its  own  creed;  but  always  and  everywhere  sub¬ 
stitutes  in  its  place  the  self-evidently  absurd  creeds 
of  some  one  of  the  old  apostacies.  It  has  never 
tried  to  analyze,  comprehend,  or  teach  to  other  peo¬ 
ple  its  purely  self-evident  and  omnipresent  truths 
It  deals  only  with  it  as  scrap-texts,  as  mere  illustra¬ 
tions  of  its  own  wholly  imaginary  and  self-evidently 
absurd  dogmas.  And  even  in  this  free  country,  it 
persistently  ignores  the  fact  that  all  our  free  schools 
and  institutions  are  based  solely  upon  it,  and  have 
no  sort  of  right  of  existence,  except  as  they  are 
based  solely  on  the  universal  fatherhood  of  God 
and  brotherhood  of  man,  and  “equal  rights  of  all 
men  before  God  and  the  law,’’  as  every  whore  pro¬ 
claimed  in  this  simple  Christ-word,  and  in  the  con¬ 
stitution  and  laws  of  these  United  States;  but  no¬ 
where  and  never  in  any  church  creed  ever  extant  in 
the  world.  All  our  judges  and  civil  officers,  when 
they  take  any  oath  of  office  under  the  Republic,  are 
by  that  oath  raised  above  and  out  of  all  allegiance 
to  their  old-time  parties  and  sects,  and  into  an  ex¬ 
clusive  allegiance  to  this  constitutional  law  of  the 
Christ-word  and  of  the  Republic.  But  no  person 
in  these  United  States  was  ever  baptized  into  this 
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law  of  tlie  Christ-word,  or  anything  that  looks  like 
it,  but  he  is  always  baptized  into  some  apostate 
creed  of  a  sect,  and  belongs,  as  it  is  called,  to  that 
sect,  whether  Papal,  Protestant,  or  Mormon,  till  he 
is  baptized  into  some  other:  as  really  and  as  wholly 
as  any  other  slave  belongs  to  his  master,  '  who 
branded  him  as  his  own,  till  he  falls  into  his  grave. 
Swearing  allegiance  to  the  United  States  helps  a 
man  out  of  and  above  all  allegiance  to  any  other 

O  %j 

possible  party  or  sect,  but  being  baptized  into  an¬ 
other  church  merely  transfers  him  from  one  apos¬ 
tate  master  to  another. 

Do  we  not  need  some  great  truly  American  church, 
based  as  truly  and  as  solely  on  the  simple  Christ- 
word,  as  are  all  our  American  free  states,  over  which 
neither  despots  from  abroad  nor  dogmatists  at  home 
can  have  the  slightest  influence  or  control? 

But  these  old  antagonistic  and  apostate  churches, 
and  sects,  have  never  yet  given  the  world  even  a 
decent  translation  of  our  only  proclaimed  Christ- 
word,  and  they  never  will  or  can  do  it,  so  long  as 
they  hold  both  it  and  themselves  in  subjection  to 
any  sort  of  a  book,  Bible,  or  creed,  church,  sect,  or 
state,  priest-craft  or  king-craft,  pretending  to  an 
equal  or  even  a  rival'  authority.  For  example,  as 
we  now  read  it,  in  our  English  texts,  we  are  never  to 
resist  evil:  never  to  judge  about  anything;  never  to 
lay  up  treasure  on  the  earth;  never  to  take  thought 
for  the  morrow;  or  do  a  thousand  things  we  must 
do  in  order  to  live  at  all;  just  as  really  and  truly  as 
we  are  never  to  murder,  steal,  or  commit  adultery. 
All  this  comes  of  the  simple  fact  that  the  Greeks 
had  two  negatives:  the  one  signifying  “never,"  the- 
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other,  ,<r not  merely,"  when  used  discriminatively, 
thong'll  interchangeable  for  euphony  where  no  dis¬ 
crimination  was  needed. 

Our  translation  follows  everywhere  the  hideous. 
Latinized,  and  Papal  translation,  after  the  third  cen¬ 
tury,  out  of  which  alone  the  apostate  church  grew. 
I  admit  that  all  these  stereotyped  errors  are  often 
corrected  by  the  teachers  and  preachers  in  charge. 
But  how  would  it  sound  in  our  court-rooms  to  hear 
our  constitution  and  laws  read  from  the  record  in  one 
way,  and  expounded  by  the  lawyers  and  the  court 
in  another  way  { 

There  was  never  a  bigger  lie  told  to  a  human  be¬ 
ing  on  earth  than  to  tell  him  to  take  no  thought  for 
the  morrow.  And  yet  this  stood  for  centuries  as  a 
part  of  our  English  Christ- word;  and  I  have  myself 
heard  more  lies  told  about  it  in  the  pulpit,  than  I 
can  remember  to  count  up.  Under  our  present 
church  system,  or,  better,  our  present  sectarian  an¬ 
tagonism  to  all  truth  and  all  system  alike,  it  takes 
about  a  hundred  years  to  get  a  single  blunder  cor¬ 
rected  which  any  sophmore  in  Greek  would  correct 
at  sight,  as  soon  as  pointed  out  to  him. 

That  immense  mass  of  things,  good,  bad  and  in¬ 
different,  in  the  Bibles  of  the  old  apostate  church 
can  no  more  be  made  a  component  part  of  this  phil¬ 
osophical,  proclaimed,  and  commanded  Christ- word, 
than  all  human  history  can  be  made  a  component 
part  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  All 
sorts  of  history  or  of  writing  may  help  illustrate 
either  of  them;  but  they  can  become  a  component 
part  of  neither  of  them. 

Before  this  proclamation  was  uttered,  Christ  gave 
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us  the  only  truly  philosophical  and  scientific  defini¬ 
tion  of  God,  as  a  spirit,  and  as  the  only  father  of  all 
spirits,  both  of  his  own  and  of  burs,  and  as  the  only 
logos or  reason  and  cause  of  all  else  that  can 
exist. 

From  all  the  bibles,  books,  literatures,  and  lan¬ 
guages  of  the  world,  there  cannot  be  compiled  an¬ 
other  so  philosophical,  self-evident,  compact,  and 
complete  a  statement  of  all  the  moral  axioms,  truths, 
and  ideals  essential  to  best  development  and  per¬ 
sonal  self-government  of  that  self-conscious  spirit  in 
every  sane  man,  to  fit  him  for  the  highest  duties  and 
destinies  possible  to  him  in  this  world  or  any  other 
thinkable  world,  as  is  here  given  us  in  this  simple 
Christ-word  proclaimed  to  all  mankind  as  the  sole 
basis  of  his  kingdom  over  all. 

It  proceeds  from  first  to  last  on  the  theory  that  he 
that  ruleth  his  own  spirit  forever  is  and  forever  must 
be,  in  whatever  world  or  conditions,  greater  than  he 
that  taketh  a  city.  There  is  not  a  word  or  thought 
in  it  that  even  looks  toward  any  other  aim  or  end. 
For  if  each  individual  governs  himself  aright,  the 
whole  nation  or  world  and  all  the  woi’lds  together 
will  be  well  governed.  Exactly  in  proportion  as 
that  is  done  or  not  done,  universal  moral  harmonies 
or  discords  must  ensue.  To  make  a  harmony  of 
physical  forces,  every  atom  must  be  forced  to  go  to 
its  right  place.  So,  to  make  a  harmony  of  free 
choices,  every  free  choice  must  aim  at  its  true  end, 
or  a  discord  must  occur. 

This  old  apostate  church,  the  heirs-at-law  of  the 
murderers  of  Christ  and  all  his  apostles  in  the 
Roman  state,  undertook  in  the  fourth  century  to 
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make  up  a  dogmatism,  despotism,  and  devilhood  of 
their  own  and  entirely  after  their  own  style,  based 
wholly  on  their  old-time  heathenisms,  with  the 
Christ-word  thrown  in  as  a  dire  necessity,  and  to 
give  a  sort  of  flavor  to  the  compound  whole,  to 
those  most  intent  on  seeking  it.  But  their  whole 
church  scheme  was  a  scheme  of  government  of  brute 
force  from  without  by  confessions,  professions, 
dress-parades,  pains,  and  penalties  here,  and  hell- 
flre  hereafter;  instead  of  a  personal  self-government 
here  and  now  and  hereafter  forever.  This  was  their 
way  of  bringing  4 ‘peace  on  earth,  good-will  to  man, 
and  glory  to  God  in  the  highest.’*  Did  it  succeed ? 

It  has  been  tried  relentlessly  for  fifteen  hundred 
years  by  the  greatest  of  all  earthly  empires,  and  in 
by  far  the  most  civilized  parts  of  the  globe.  It  at 
first  broke  that  empire  which  it  was  designed  to 
save  into  fragments,  and  sunk  all  its  shattered  frag¬ 
ments  under  a  warring  despotism  of  combined  bar¬ 
barism  and  slavery,  before  unparalleled  and  un¬ 
heard  of,  still  known  as  the  Dark  Ages  of  mankind; 
which  they  never  began  to  recover  from  or  throw 
off,  until  they  threw  wholly  aside  both  the  dog- 
matism  and  the  despotism  of  this  old  apostate 
church.  And  each  one  for  himself  began  to  seek 
for  the  ever- new,  ever-present,  and  ever- living  truth 
of  the  Christ-word,  on  which,  and  on  which  alone,  of 
all  chin  ches  and  all  states,  our  own  free  schools  and 
institutions  were  based,  and  hence  called  and  treated 
by  all  the  apostate  church  powers  and  sects  of  the 
world  as  infidel,  godless  and  graceless.  Which 
ought  we  Americans  to  believe  in,  to  follow,  trust, 
and  cherish. 
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Like  all  the  world’ s  greatest  teachers,  Christ  never 
wrote  a  line  in  his  life,  nor  read  a  book,  nor  at¬ 
tended  a  prayer-meeting  or  meeting  for  worship  of 
any  sort,  nor  commanded  or  advised  any  of  his  fob 
lowers  to  do  it:  so  utterly  did  he  rely  on  the  ever¬ 
present  power  of  the  spirit  in  every  human  soul  for 
the  up-building  of  his  church  and  kingdom  on  the 
earth . 

Nothing  is  capable  of  holiness  or  worthy  of  wor¬ 
ship,  but  the  omnipresent,  invisible  mind  or  spirit, 
which  is  everywhere  manifested  to  us  through  some 
visible  atom  or  form.  But  we  must  never  mistake 
the  form  for  the  spirit.  For  the  spirit  alone  is  holy, 
and  alone  is  called  holy  in  the  Clirist-word;  and 
never  the  visible  form.  On  this  vital  point,  our 
truly  philosophical  Christ- word  alone  of  all  teach¬ 
ings  never  blunders  or  mistakes.  Christ  never  talks 
about  visible  holy  bibles,  books,  temples,  churches, 
ordinances,  services,  institutions,  preachers,  teachers, 
praises,  or  prayers,  creeds  or  forms  of  any  sort;  not 
even  of  an  imaginary  visible  ghost.  It  is  always 
and  everywhere  the  invisible  spirit  of  the  father  of 
all  spirits;  as  it  is  manifested  through  himself,  pri¬ 
marily;  through  his  own  voice,  thought,  and  word; 
and,  secondarily,  through  all  rational  creatures;  and, 
thirdly,  through  all  the  things  that  can  ever  exist, 
as  a  creative  force  or  power  on  earth  or  in  all  the 
heavens.  This  ultimate,  divine,  invisible  power, 
manifested  through  every  visible  thing  that  can 
exist,  and  through  each  after  its  kind,  is  always, 
everywhere,  and  alone  to  be  worshiped  in  spirit  and 
in  truth.  Foolish  and  ignorant  men  may  make 
idols  out  of  their  inherited  and  visible  books,  bibles, 
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forms,  and  dogmas;  churches,  sects,  and  institutions; 
all  as  much  the  work  of  their  own  hands  as  are 
their  inherited  estates,  houses,  horses,  lands,  dogs, 
and  hounds.  But  all  these  are  never  and  nowhere 
the  object  of  any  sort  of  Christian  worship,  but  only 
the  invisible  divine  power  that  forever  keeps  them 
all  agoing  in  their  own  proper  unison  and  harmony, 
as  best  subserves  the  final  ends  of  all  ultimate  reason, 
truth,  and  righteousness  toward  each  and  all  alike; 
as  Christ  himself  in  his  own  words  and  voice  has 
alone  of  all  teachers  that  ever  trod  the  earth,  so 
clearly  and  so  inimitably  taught  us,  both  by  precept 
and  example;  illustrated  by  every  act  of  his  life; 
and  enforced  upon  our  attention  and  our  feelings  of 
highest  respect  and  regard  by  the  wholly  unde¬ 
served  tragedy  of  his  death.  What  more  have  we 
or  need  we  than  the  simple  creed  of  his  authorized 
apostles;  and  how  can  we  Americans,  all  of  whose 
schools  and  institutions  are  based  on  this  simple 
Christ- word  alone,  afford  to  swap  off  all  this  for  the 
contemptible  jargon  of  hate,  discord,  waste,  want, 
and  woe,  under  the  dress-paraded  tyrannies  and 
creeds  of  the  old  apostate  church  of  the  fourth  cen¬ 
tury  ;  whether  given  to  us  under  Papal,  Protestant, 
or  Mormon  forms  and  names. 

“He  that  heareth  my  voice  is  of  the  truth.” 

“Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  thou  shalt 
be  safe  and  saved  here  and  now  and  forever  here¬ 
after.  ’  ’ 

The  harmony  of  this  simple  Christ- word  has  never- 
been  broken,  and  rarely,  if  ever,  questioned.  For 
fifteen  centuries  the  world  has  been  struggling  and 
agonizing  with  all  sorts  of  doubts  and  dogmas,  wars 
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and  rumors  of  wars,  anarchies  and  rebellions,  to  se¬ 
cure  some  sort  of  a  scripture  or  bible  and  church 
harmony  of  the  church-word;  and  they  are  farther 
from  it  to-day  than  ever  before.  It  is  as  utterly  im¬ 
possible  as  is  a  harmony  in  universal  human  history 
and  human  literature.  If,  therefore,  any  one  of  our 
American  churches  and  teachers  will  but  give  us 
even  a  decent  translation  and  analysis  of  this  one 
and  only  proclaimed  and  commanded  Christ- word 
that  has  come  down  to  our  hands,  we  will  gladly 
excuse  him  from  all  further  labors;  though  it  will  be 
forever  opposite  to  bring  forth  and  bring  out  new 
illustrations  of  its  ever-being  and  ever-present 
“ truth ,”  glory,  and  power  from  the  entire  whole  of 
the  known  and  knowable  universe  of  God;  in  which 
work,  all  men  born  on  the  earth  beneath,  and  all  the 
angels  in  the  heavens  above,  can  unite  and  co-oper¬ 
ate  as  brethren,  under  one  and  the  same  God  and 
father  of  all,  as  revealed  to  us  by  this  simple  Christ- 
word. 

Live  with,  work  with,  and  talk  with  any  man  on 
the  face  of  the  earth,  white,  black,  or  yellow,  sav¬ 
age  or  civilized,  ignorant  or  learned,  saint  or  sinner, 
Christian  or  heathen,  until  you  have  convinced  him 
that  you  mean  to  treat  him  exactly  according  to  this 
simple  Christ-word,  and  he  will  say  at  once:  “That 
is  right.  I  always  knew  that/’  What  more  or  less 
is  needed  for  the  entire  fulfillment  of  the  promise: 
“I)o  this,  and  lo,  I  am  with  you  always  everyday  to 
the  completion  of  the  ages.” 

The  fact  of  a  tiling  we  can  know  only  by  trial. 
The  how  of  it  we  can  never  find  out;  anymore  than 
how  the  sun  shines  or  the  rain  falls. 
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An  invisible  power  is  as  wholly  inconceivable  in 
the  terms  of  a  visible  form  as  the  form  is  in  tbe 
terms  of  a  power. 

Our  simple  Quaker  friends  have  done  more  for 
the  founding  of  the  Republic,  and  the  salvation  of 
the  world,  than  all  other  churches  and  sects  put  to¬ 
gether;  though  the  most  despised  and  rejected  of 
men  by  all  churchmen,  except  Christ  and  his 
apostles. 

1st.  By  throwing  utterly  overboard  all  the  dress- 
parades,  dogmatisms,  and  despotisms  of  the  apos¬ 
tate  church-word,  and  preserving  only  the  true  spirit 
of  the  Christ- word. 

2d.  By  laying  this  spirit  of  the  Christ-word, 
themselves,  their  sect,  and  their  all  under  the  first 
corner-stone  of  this  Republic,  through  one  of  their 
most  advanced  and  talented  Quaker  preachers;  much 
as  Paul  laid  himself  under  the  corner-stone  of  all 
future  republics  of  God  and  of  man.  Their  need¬ 
less  singularities  of  dress  and  manners  and  their  ex¬ 
tremes  of  non-resistance  were  but  the  natural  re¬ 
sults  of  the  immemorial  usages  and  stupid  mis¬ 
translations  of  the  churchmen  who  preceeded  them. 

If  anyone  desires  to  render  this  simple  Christ- 
word  the  most  worthless  of  all  fancies  and  farces, 
and  the  most  terrific  of  all  despotisms  in  the  world, 
he  needs  only  to  imagine  that  its  primal  truths  re¬ 
late  only  to  things  away  beyond  the  grave  and  be¬ 
yond  the  stars  in  the  far-off  future,  or  behind  the 
fabled  flood  in  the  past;  instead  of  being  right  within 
himself  and  in  everything  round  about  himself  as 
the  Christ-word  everywhere  defines  them  to  be,  in  i 
one  and  the  same  invisible,  ever-present,  and  ever-  i 
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lasting  system  of  reason  and  of  truth,  both  of  God 
and  of  man;  or  he  may  imagine  that  it  was  all. ad¬ 
dressed  to  some  of  his  wicked  neighbors,  or  to  some 
heathen  men  on  the  other  side  of  the  globe;  instead 
of  to  himself  alone  for  his  own  personal  self-govern¬ 
ment  and  improvement.  But  it  everywhere  reads  : 

“Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you;  each  one  and  all 
of  you." 

“Hear,  heed,  and  follow  me,  and  me  alone;  my 
reasons  my  commandments,  my  truths,  my  ideals, 
my  words,  my  voice,  supplemented  by  no  church 
dogmas  that  ever  were  or  ever  can  be  super-added 
to  them."  To  make  it  otherwise,  we  should  be 
compelled  to  write  every  text  of  the  Christ- word 
over  again  from  its  beginning  to  its  end.  AVe  could 
not  stuff  in  a  single  one  of  our  current  mere  bible 
dogmas  without  it.  For,  God  himself  has  done 
everything  for  those  who  simply  believe  on  him  and 
trust  him  and  follow  him,  and  not  a  single  thing  for 
anyone  who  believes  in  the  dogmas  of  any  sort  of 
an  old  apostate  church  and  bible  creed.  If  this  is 
not  the  written  Christ-word,  we  have  got  none  to-day 
and  never  had  any.  And  it  is  very  brief  and  very 
plain;  and  like  all  other  ultimate  truths  admits  of 
no  further  explanation  or  proof,  except  being  put  to 
and  tested  by  its  own  proper  and  perpetual  uses. 

Christ  forever  settled  the  everlasting  question  of 
God's  word  in  a  single  utterance. 

“I  have  given  them  thy  word."  “Thy  word  is 
truth” — or  the  ever-present  reality  of  things  and 
beings. 

All  its  visible  symbolisms  are  forever  changing 
^.nd  passing  away  like  the  morning  cloud  and  the 
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evening  dew;  but  all  its  invisible  spiritual  aims  and 
ends,  like  the  solid  rock-ribs  of  the  earth,  remain 
unchangeably  the  same,  before  and  after  all  the 
•  floods  and  changes  of  earth  and  time,  as  they  are 

to-day. 

*/ 

Xo  words  or  thoughts  of  men  can  give  it  even  the 
shadow  of  a  change,  and  no  words  or  thoughts  of 
God  ever  will  do  it.  But  no  sane  man  can  believe 
the  exact  scientific  definitions,  delineations,  and  im¬ 
personation  of  the  invisible  father  of  all  spirits,  as 
it  stands  before  us  in  the  Christ- word,  illustrated  by 
his  whole  life,  and  confirmed  by  the  tragedy  of  his 
death;  and  at  the  same  time  believe  in  that  almighty 
montrosity  of  the  trinity,  concocted  and  substituted 
for  it  by  the  heirs-at-law  of  the  murderers  of  Christ 
and  all  his  apostles,  three  hundred  years  after  their 
death,  and  enforced  upon  the  belief  of  the  world  by 
the  power  of  the  sword,  torch  and  stake  of  this  old 
apostate  church;  nor  believe  in  a  single  dogma  that 
ever  grew  out  of  it.  Christ  and  his  apostles  freely 
and  almost  joyfully  submitted  to  the  most  excru¬ 
ciating  torture  and  death,  rather  than  retract  a 
single  word  they  had  uttered. 

But  up  to  the  time  of  our  union,  Lord  Baltimore’s 
Maryland  had  a  law  in  force  for  burning  every 
man's  tongue  through  with  a  hot  iron  for  the  first 
offense;  for  the  second  offense,  twice;  and  for  the 
third,  hanging  by  the  neck  until  dead,  who  said  or 
wrote  one-lialf  as  much  against  their  dogma  of  the 
trinity,  as  is  written  above. 

The  Americans  do  not  thank  the  popes  and  priest¬ 
crafts  for  concocting  the  dogma;  but  we  do  thank 
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our  own  country  for  delivering  us  ail  from  its  apos¬ 
tate  and  diabolical  power. 

The  spirit  of  this  malignant  apostacy  first  indicted 
this  torture  upon  Christ  and  his  apostles  and  their 
disciples,  for  three  centuries,  and  afterwards  upon 
all  who  would  not  accept  their  substituted  dogmas, 
and  dress-parades,  in  place  of  the  Christ-word,  re¬ 
sulting  in  the  murder  and  torture,  of  millions  of  dis¬ 
senting  men,  women,  and  children.  Either  of  these 
two  opposite  ideals,  of  necessity,  exterminates  the 
other. 

Which  is  of  God  and  of  Christ  ?  And  which  un¬ 
derlies  all  our  American  free  schools  and  institu¬ 
tions  ?  Cannot  our  American  Christians  outside  of 
all  sects  and  churches  find  or  devise  some  creed  that 
will  deliver  us  from  all  appearance  of  even  seeming 
to  dance  our  attendance  around  both  of  these  an¬ 
tagonistic  creeds  alike  % 

May  we  not,  at  least,  hope  that  the  next  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  Religions  that  assembles  within  our  borders 
will  find  for  us  some  way  of  declaring  to  the  world 
that  our  Republic,  our  own  common  country  (how¬ 
ever  badly  at  times,  it  may  have  been  administered) 
was  from  the  start  based  exclusively  on  that  Christ- 
word,  with  all  its  free  schools  and  institutions:  and 
not  a  single  one  of  them  on  any  apostate  and  divis- 
ory  church-word,  and  that  it  must  forever  stand  on 
that  basis  alone  or  forever  fall  into  dissolution  and 
dust 

Such  a  declaration  would  mean  something  which 
every  American-born  citizen  feels  and  knows  is  the 
truth  of  God  and  of  Christ;  in  defense  of  which  lie 
must  perpetually  stand  ready  to  pledge  his  fortune 
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and  his  life,  and  all  that  he  has  in  this  world,  and 
all  that  he  hopes  for  in  any  world  to  come. 

All  of  which  we  thus  confidently  affirm,  “because 

€/  ' 

we  trust  in  the  ever-living  Gocl  who  is  the  Saviour 
of  all  men;  specially  of  them  that  believe  “in  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ/’  (I  Tim. 4: 10.) 

“By  their  fruits,  ye  shall  know  them,”  never  by 
their  professions. 

We  Americans,  therefore,  judge  all  our  best 
leaders  and  teachers  in  politics  and  science  and  the 
arts,  as  well  as  those  in  religion,  to  be  Christian 
men.  Why  should  we  not,  if  they  teach  us  the 
truth  \  For  it  is  the  truth  alone  that  can  make  us 
and  keep  us  free. 

According  to  all  our  greatest  and  best  statesmen, 
warriors,  teachers,  and  judges,  all  our  American 
laws,  schools,  and  institutions  are  based  solely  on 
the  simple  Christ- word;  that  one  little  stone  that 
was  cut  out  of  the  mountain  without  hands  of  either 
king-craft  or  priest-craft,  and  is  now  fast  becoming 
a  great  mountain  and  filling  the  whole  earth. 

Why  should  we  Americans  wish  to  exchange  it 
for  the  quick-sands  of  old,  dead,  and  fast-dying 
apostate  states  and  churches  % 

That  invisible  spiritual  divine  power  which  in¬ 
spired  and  has  kept  alive  in  the  world  the  simple 
Christ-word  is  the  highest,  the  purest,  and  the  best 
of  all  the  powers  we  can  think  of  or  imagine  in  all 
the  earth  beneath  and  in  all  the  heavens  above,  and 
must  forever  be  the  sole  source,  foundation  and 
rock-basis  of  all  reason,  truth,  and  righteousness  on 
earth  and  in  all  the  heavens  above. 

If  this  is  in  any  sense  true,  that  apostate  bible  and 
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church  power  that  tried  to  substitute  its  own  self- 
evidently  absurd  dogmatisms,  despotisms,  and 
dress-parades  in  the  place  of  this  simple  Christ- 
word  is  the  most  despotic,  malign,  and  disastrous 
of  all  the  heathenisms  in  earth  and  time. 

Our  own  free  states,  schools  and  institutions  never 
had  and  never  can  have  anything  to  do  with  it;  how¬ 
ever  loudly  or  eloquently  it  may  be  proclaimed 
abroad  by  our  still  divided  and  antagonistic  sec¬ 
tarians. 

Is  it  not  possible  for  the  great  number  of  Ameri¬ 
can  Christians  outside  of  all  apostate  sects,  whether 
Papal,  Protestant,  Mormon,  or  Pagan  (and  inside  of 
them,  too)  to  formulate  for  themselves  an  American 
church  and  creed ,  based  wholly  on  the  simple 
Christ-word,  that  shall  neither  outrage  the  common- 
sense  of  mankind  (like  our  old-time  creeds),  nor 
continue  to  exist  as  a  perpetual  scorn  and  menace 
to  the  Republic  itself;  but  one  that  shall  be  of  the 
highest  use  to  its  ever-being  unity  and  intelligence 
in  glory  and  power  ? 

“Ye  already  believe  in  God,  believe  also  in  Me  A 

Christ  and  all  his  apostles,  Paul  and  an  innumer¬ 
able  com  pany  of  the  best  teachers  in  all  the  ages  of 
the  world  stand  together  as  a  unit  in  declaring  their 
trust  in  this  ever-living  God  and  father  of  all  spirits, 
“who  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men,  specially  of  them 
that  believe.” 

Is  not  this  a  creed  sufficiently  good  for  all  our 
American  states,  schools,  and  homes,  and  for  all  the 
wide  world  around  us  ? 

What  is  the  use  then  in  covering  it  all  wholly  out 
of  sight  under  our  own  theological  bible  and  church 
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twaddle  about  the  beginnings  and  endings  of  crea¬ 
tion  and  wholly  imaginary  worlds  and  gods  away 
beyond  the  stars,  after  our  own  death  and  the  death 
of  all  the  worlds  we  now  live  in  % 

Is  not  this  pure  heathenism  and  despotism  of  the 
very  worst  kind  over  both  the  souls  and  the  bodies 
of  men;  and  ought  it  to  be  allowed  or  taught  in  any 
of  our  states,  churches,  schools,  or  homes  ? 

According  to  the  plain  reading  of  our  Christ- word, 
our  church  dogmas,  concocted  by  ourselves  are  the 
most  worldly ,  false,  and  irreligious  ideas  ever  in  the 
world,  because  they  so  plainly  contradict  and  ob¬ 
scure  these  simple  truths  that  fell  from  Christ's  own 
lips.  If  Christ  did  not  know  how  to  proclaim  his 
own  creed,  what  churchmen,  popes,  or  creeds  have 
ever  been  able  to  help  him  out  \ 

Abundant  scrap-texts  can  be  quoted  from  the 
Pope's  bible  and  church- word,  justifying  the  lowest 
depths  of  universal  apostacy,  infamy,  usurpation, 
war,  tyranny,  and  slavery.  And  we  have  all  heard 
it,  time  after  time,  from  our  Papal,  Protestant,  and 
Mormon  pulpits.  But  no  such  thing  can  be  ex¬ 
torted  from  the  Greek  text  of  our  011I3’  proclaimed 
and  commanded  Christ-word. 

The  idol  worship  of  temples,  churches,  and  sects, 
inherited  bibles,  books,  and  creeds,  or  the  petrified 
dogmas  and  formalities  evolved  from  them  by  our 
fore-fathers,  involves  and  carries  with  it  all  the  worst 
conditions  of  heathenism  ever  extant  upon  the  earth, 
because  it  at  last  exterminates  the  simple  worship 
of  the  father  of  all  spirits  in  spirit  and  in  truth,  as 
proclaimed  in  our  only  extant  Christ-word.  This  is 
the  only  thing  to  be  done  in  this  or  any  possible 
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future  world,  whether  we  get  at  it  in  the  six  words 
of  our  only  extant  apostles’  creed:  ‘ ‘Believe  on  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,”  or  in  sixty  ship  loads  of  sub¬ 
stituted  and  superadded  church  words. 

In  all  Christendom,  there  have  never  been  two 
other  such  entire  antagonistic  writings  in  subject- 
matter  of  thought,  in  style  and  manner  of  expres¬ 
sion,  and  in  spirit,  aim,  and  end,  as  are  our  pro¬ 
claimed  simple  Christ- words,  and  our  substituted, 
blatant,  and  everywhere  dress-paraded  church- 
words. 

Kings,  popes,  and  priests,  parties,  churches,  and 
sects,  books,  bibles,  and  creeds,  have  no  more 
authority  to  add  to  or  change  this  supreme  law  of 
all  possible  reason,  truth,  and  righteousness,  than 
have  our  Coxey  and  his  stallion,  our  Kelly  and  his 
boat  loads  of  tramps,  and  our  mob-law  army  of 
strikers,  pitted  against  retaliatory  chiefs  of  shut 
downs  and  wholesale  casters-out  of  labor,  no  more 
than  all  these  combined  have  to  change  our  consti¬ 
tutional  law  of  these  United  States,  based  wholly 
upon  this  one  and  only  supreme  Christ- word. 

kCTo  the  law  and  to  the  testimony,  if  they  speak 
not  according  to  this  word,  it  is  because  there  is  no 
light  in  them.” 

If  any  one  thing  in  this  law  is  clearer  than  another, 
it  is  that  no  man  and  no  set  of  men  can  take  the  law 
into  their  own  hands,  or  undertake  to  redress  their 
own  grievances  under  it. 

If  the  new  American  church  really  wishes  to 
know  anything  about  the  Christ- word,  it  must  give 
some  little  attention  to  what  he  himself  thought, 
said,  and  did,  and  proclaimed  and  commanded  all 
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men  to  teach  and  preach  in  his  name,  and  to  our 

own  free  schools  and  institutions,  the  only  ones  that 

«/ 

ever  pretended  to  be  based  upon  its  ultimate  prin¬ 
ciples  of  equal  rights  to  all.  Whether  our  old  apos¬ 
tate  churches  and  bible  and  creed-makers  ever 
knew,  believed,  or  cared  anything  about  it  or  not.  it 
is  still  of  the  utmost  importance  to  us,  and  to  the 
entire  Republic  in  which  we  live,  as  it  is  fully  and 
clearly  expressed  in  the  Greek  text  of  the  only 
prayer  our  mothers  ever  taught  us,  while  sitting  on 
their  knees : 

“Our  Father  that  one  in  (all)  the  heavens  (or 
heights  of  being)  hallowed  be  thy  name  (this  one 
and  only  name).  Thy  kingdom  (not  thy  churc-h- 
dom)  come.  Thy  will  (not  the  will  of  ecclesiastical 
usurpers  and  pretenders)  be  done,  on  the  earth,  as 
it  is  done  in  every  heaven  (or  in  every  place  where 
the  father’s  presence  is  realized,  whether  at  mid¬ 
night  or  at  nooday.’’ 

This  alone  is  of  supreme  importance  to  all  Ameri¬ 
can  people,  schools,  and  institutions,  whether  it  is 
of  any  consequence  to  their  apostate  churches  and 
sects  or  not. 

Jesus  of  Nazareth  in  his  first  utterance  on  earth 
declared  the  “logoi,”  or  the  fundamental  axioms 
and  laws  of  all  possible  truth  and  righteousness,  in 
a  more  purely  complete,  scientific,  and  philosophi¬ 
cal  utterance,  than  can  be  found  elsewhere  in  all 
the  books  and  tongues  of  earth  to-day. 

It  is  in  itself  and  will  forever  remain  the  greatest 
wonder,  marvel,  and  miracle  of  all  the  thinking 
ages  of  mankind.  .  - 

Soon  after,  during  his  life-time,  he  commanded  all 
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his  disciples  by  name  to  proclaim  and  preach  these 
truths  upon  the  house-tops  in  the  ears  of  all  the 
Jews,  both  by  their  precept  and  their  example,  as 
he  himself  had  done  and  was  doinor. 

o 

After  the  resurrection,  he  again  commanded  all 
his  surviving  disciples,  “Matheteno”  and  “Didasko" 
to  scientifically  and  didactically  teach  and  preach 
these  same  truths  to  all  the  nations,  consecrating  all 
who  desired  it  in  baptismal  devotion  to  this  one  and 
only  father  of  all  spirits,  and  to  the  Son,  his  only 
true  revealer,  and  to  that  one  and  the  same  spirit  of 
truth  and  righteousness  in  whomsoever  or  whatso¬ 
ever  found  or  manifested. 

“And,  lo,  on  this  condition,  I  myself  am  co-oper¬ 
ating  with  and  within  you,  everyday  to  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  ages.” 

“Felos”  is  anglicized.  Do  we  put  telescopes  and 
telephones  to  our  eyes  and  ears  to  end  all  sight  and 
hearing,  or  to  complete  them  ? 

“Great  is  Diana  of  the  Ephesians!”  But  still 
greater  is  the  usurping  power  of  our  apostate  church 
dogmatisms.  But,  still,  from  that  day  to  this,  no 
word  of  Christ  or  of  any  one  of  his  apostles  has  given 
to  any  Pope  or  priest-craft,  church  or  state,  even 
the  shadow  of  a  right  to  add  to,  alter,  or  change 
this  one  and  only  fundamental,  proclaimed,  and 
commanded  law  and  gospel  of  the  kingdom  of  the 
heavens  in  any  word  or  syllable,  as  it  was  at  first 
proclaimed  in  the  ears  of  all  men  by  Christ  himself; 
no  more  than  Coxey  and  his  stallion,  or  our  usurp¬ 
ing  mobs  of  tramps  and  strikers  can  change  the 
fundamental  law  of  this  Republic  of  ours;  the  only 
state  or  church  that  was  ever  based  even  in  pretence 
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on  the  teaching  of  tills  Christ-word,  giving  to  all 
men  equal  rights  before  God  and  the  law. 

If  we  believe  in  these  simple  proclaimed  and  com¬ 
manded  Christ- words  and  all  strictly  and  severely 
equivalent  utterances  wherever  found  or  uttered,  is 
not  this  sufficient  for  all  our  American  or  humani¬ 
tarian  purposes.  Or  are  we  fated  forever  to  go  to 
church  on  the  first  day  of  the  week  to  hear  huge 
piles  of  church  dogmas  declared  to  be  the  only  word 
of  God;  and  go  out  into  our  six  days  of  work  and 
schooling  to  find  the  whole  scheme  demonstrated  to 
be  an  arrant  fraud  and  falsehood,  contradicted  by 
all  within  us  and  round  about  us,  and  no  Christ- 
word  at  all,  but  only  a  pile  of  dogmas  handed  down 
to  us  from  the  Scribes,  Pharisees,  and  hypocrites  of 
the  old  usurping  church — the  heirs-at-law  of  the 
murderers  of  Christ  and  of  all  liis  apostles,  and 
never  even  in  pretence  any  part  of  our  proclaimed 
and  commanded  Christ-word  or  constitutional  law. 

The  so-called  Protestants  spent  fifteen  centuries  in 
protesting  against  the  details  of  this  old  Roman 
usurpation  and  substituted  church-word. 

Our  political  fathers  threw  it  all  overboard  at 
once,  and  based  our  free  schools  and  institutions  on 
the  simple  Christ-word. 

Singularly  enough,  our  Mormons  were  the  only 
people  that  ever  found  it  needful  to  add  more  bible- 
talk  to  the  old  original  apostate  stock  on  hand. 
Their  predecessors  had  found  an  abundance  of  texts 
to  justify  from  their  pulpits  all  the  crude  imagina¬ 
tions  and  fancies,  dogmas,  despotisms,  conceits,  and 
stupidities,  polygamies,  wars,  slaveries,  and  rebel- 


THE  NEW  AMERICAN  CHURCH. 


57 


lions  that  they  cared  to  champion,  without  any  ad¬ 
dition  to  their  stock. 

Whoever  heard  of  any  such  things  being  even  tol¬ 
erated  on  the  ground  of  any  proclaimed  and  com¬ 
manded  Christ-word,  or  any  constitutional  law  of 
this  Republic  ? 

Just  think  of  an  enthroned  succession  of  popes, 
bishops,  or  assembled  divines,  clad  in  their  ponti¬ 
ficals,  and  full  even  to  bursting  of  all  the  dead  dog¬ 
mas  and  despotisms  of  the  dead  ages  and  their  own 
dead  churches,  arrogating  to  themselves  the  exclu¬ 
sive  right  of  declaring  and  interpreting  the  Christ 
word  or  the  differences  between  daylight  and  dark¬ 
ness  for  all  the  unborn  ages  to  come  ! 

Are  the  stereotyped  dead  dogmas  of  these  church 
usurpers  any  part  of  the  true  religion  before  God, 
even  the  father  of  all  ever-living  spirits,  of  which 
we  all  need  a  renewed  supply  every  day  and  every 
hour  of  our  lives,  as  truly  as  we  do  of  the  vital  air 
we  breathe  ? 

Which  one  of  all  these  usurping  impostors  can 
say  to  us,  each  and  all  of  us,  as  his  own  last  word : 
“Lo,  I  am,  co-opejative  with  and  within  you  every¬ 
day  to  the  completion  of  the  ages.” 

“Ye  take  too  much  upon  you,  ye  children  of 
Levi,”  in  manufacturing  so  many  golden  creeds  and 
calves. 

All  eternal  or  ever-being  powers  and  principles 
are  here  and  now  in  all  the  present,  as  truly  as  they 
have  been  in  all  the  past,  and  will  be  in  all  the 
future. 

About  a  century  ago,  our  fathers  made  their  cele¬ 
brated  declaration  against  all  the  dogmatisms,  des- 
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potisms,  and  heathenisms  of  all  the  churches  and 
states  of  the  olden  time;  and  declared  their  sole  al¬ 
legiance  to  the  simple  Christ-word,  giving  equal  co¬ 
operative  rights  to  all  men,  before  Gfod  and  the  law* 
to  capital  and  to  labor  in  thought,  word,  and  work, 
but  giving  to  no  one  the  right  to  lie  still  and  look  on. 

From  that  hour  to  this,  the  facility  with  which 
driblets  of  capital  have  accumulated  into  millions — 
the  ease,  finish,  and  certainty  with  which  the  appli¬ 
ances  of  labor  have  performed  their  tasks  with  the 
speed  of  the  lightning  and  the  winds,  and  with  the 
resistless  power  that  moves  all  material  things,  has 
been  the  constant  theme  of  the  statesman  and  the 
poet,  the  philosopher  and  the  divine,  the  school-boy 
and  the  press,  in  all  lands  and  languages  alike;  the 
good  forever  becoming  better,  and  even  the  greatest 
calamities  and  wars  so  suddenly  and  unexpectedly 
transformed  into  blessings  as  to  perplex  and  con¬ 
found  the  reasoning  of  mankind. 

What  native-born  American  now  wishes  to  go 
back  upon  all  this?  We  unhesitatingly  answer: 
not  a  single  one  of  them  outside  of  our  hospitals 
for  the  insane.  And  even  they  would  never  vote  for 
it  knowing  what  they  were  about.  Our  only  true 
American  allegiance  is  to  God  and  oar  country , 
strictly  according  to  this  equal  law  of  the  simple 
Christ-word. 

What  is  the  use  then  of  our  trying  to  concoct  or 
serve  some  double  allegiance  to  some  other  church 
or  state,  party,  sect,  or  labor-union  of  strikers  or 
tramps  of  whatever  sorts  ?  Such  a  double  allegiance 
is  an  impossible  idea  to  or  toward  any  sort  of  a 


THE  NEW  AMERICAN  CHURCH. 


59 


father  or  country;  impossible,  it  may  be  said  with 
all  reverence,  to  even  God  himself. 

“Ye  cannot  serve  two  masters — the  Christ- word 
and  the  church- word;  God  and  Mammon.” 

The  supreme  power  holds  no  double  or  hypocriti¬ 
cal  allegiance  toward  us;  neither  can  we  toward  it; 
agonize  and  strive  after  it  as  we  may. 

Should  not  then  all  true  Americans  rally  at  once 
and  forever  as  one  great  party  for  God  and  our 
country,  against  all  double  allegiances  of  any  sort 
in  church  or  state  ? 

We  Americans  believe  in  the  self-evident  and  com¬ 
manded  truths  of  the  Christ-word,  and  in  all  strictly 
equivalent  illustrative  utterances  in  whatever  books 
or  bibles  found;  and  in  nothing  more.  We  there¬ 
fore  do  not  believe  in  the  substituted  and  super- 
added  dogmas  of  the  old  apostate  church-word. 

Between  our  extant  bible  and  church  creeds,  and 
our  proclaimed  and  commanded  Christ-word 
(alone  commanded  to  be  taught  and  proclaimed  to 
all  nations  by  Christ’s  last  utterance  on  earth,  and 
alone  chosen  by  our  fathers  as  the  basis  of  all  our 
free  schools  and  institutions  of  equal  rights  to  all 
men) :  there  is  not  even  the  pretence  of  similarity, 
either  in  their  subject-matter  of  thought,  their  style, 
or  their  entire  spirit,  aim,  and  end. 

If  the  one  is  light,  the  other  is  darkness.  If  the 
one  is  life,  the  other  is  death.  If  the  one  is  of  Christ 
and  of  God,  the  other  is  of  the  devil,  or  of  the  uni¬ 
versal  do-evil. 

Ye  cannot  serve  two  masters,  either  in  state, 
school,  or  church,  on  earth  or  in  all  the  heavens. 

The  Christ-word  has  never  misled  or  deceived  any. 
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one.  The  clmrcli  has  told  us  a  thousand  lies  for 
every  truth  it  ever  uttered.  I  have,  therefore,  not 
the  slightest  faith  in  it 

Our  disorganized  churches  can  no  more  be  made 
a  part  of  our  Christianity,  than  they  can  be  made  a 
part  of  our  constitutional  law,  derived  wholly  from 
it.  The  judges  of  our  Supreme  Court  are  super¬ 
eminently  above  all  possible  popes  and  ecclesiastics 
in  civil,  social,  and  moral  life,  because  they  base  all 
their  claims  upon  the  proclaimed  law  of  the  simple 
Christ- word,  and  no  part  of  them  on  the  usurped 
apostacy  of  the  church-word. 

No  word  of  God  or  of  Christ  or  of  bibles  ever  pro¬ 
posed  to  set  up  and  organize,  or  even  to  pray  for 
and  defend  a  church  instead  of  a  kingdom. 

If  the  time  should  ever  come  when  the  union  of 
free  states  and  schools  shall  be  set  up  and  organized, 
strictly  according  to  this  proclamation  of  the  Christ- 
word,  with  Christ  alone  as  sole  priest,  king,  and 
law-giver,  it  will  attract  all  prayers,  hearts,  and 
hands  to  itself  alone:  and  we  shall  have  no  more 
need  of  the  dogmas  of  churches  and  sects  than  we 
have  of  tallow  candles  after  the  sun  is  up. 

Who  has  not  heard  Bible-texts  quoted  from  the 
pulpit  in  defense  of  the  worst  dogmas  and  despot¬ 
isms,  slaveries  and  wars,  polygamies,  crimes,  and 
infamies,  that  ever  cursed  the  human  race  1 

Whoever  heard  a  single  Christ- word  quoted  for 
any  such  purpose? 
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